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Sanso Corporation of Japan ("Nippon Sanso ),3 or one or more, direct or indirect, wholly-

owned subsidiaries of Matheson Tri-Gas.

Background

On April 15 , 2004 , Air Liquide and the Commission executed an Agreement

Containing Consent Orders that included the Decision and Order and an Order to Hold

Separate and Maintain Assets (collectively, the "Consent Agreement") to settle the

Commission s charges related to the proposed acquisition of Messer Griesheim GmbH (the

Acquisition

). 

On April 29, 2004 , the Commission accepted the Consent Agreement for

public comment, and the acquisition was consummated.

Air Liquide desires to complete the proposed divestiture of the Atmospheric

Gases Divestiture Assets and Businesses to Matheson Tri-Gas as soon as possible

following Commission approval. Prompt consummation wil further the purposes of the

Decision and Order and is in the interests of the Commission, the public, Matheson Tri-

Gas , and Air Liquide because it wil allow Matheson Tri-Gas to move forward with its

business plans for the competitive operation of the Atmospheric Gases Divestiture Assets

and Businesses. It wil also allow Air Liquide to fulfill its obligations under the Consent

Agreement. Air Liquide accordingly requests that the Commission promptly commence

. the period of public comment pursuant to Section 2.41 (f)(2) of the Commission s Rules of

Practice and Procedure, 16 C. R. ~ 2.41(f)(2) (2004), limit the public comment period to

the customary 30-day period, and grant this petition by approving the divestiture of the

General inormtion about Nippon Sano can be found at htt://ww.sanso.co. ip/ip/index.htm
L' Air Liquide , Societe Anonyme a Directoire et Conseil de Sureilance pour L 'Etude et L 'Exploitation
des Procedes Georges Claude consummted the acquisition of Messer Griesheim GmbH, including the
assets comprising Messer Griesheim Industres, Inc. on May 6, 2004. Following consumation, Messer
Griesheim Industres, Inc. was tranferred to Air Liquide. (REDACTED)








































