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regardless of door configuration and services. Each subcategory would then be broken down according to size in 
increments of two cubic feet. 

The FTC's Rule originally established only three categories for purposes of the ranges of comparability of 
refrigeration products -- refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers, and freezers -- each further subdivided into two-cubic-foot 
increments. The FTC's rationale was that consumers would see that the more efficient products (costing less to run) 
were simpler, and that there was an increased operating cost over time for products with certain features and 
configurations. 

After the Rule had been in place for a number of years, representatives of an amalgam of different public interests - 
appliance manufacturers, consumer groups, utilities, etc. - asked the FTC to amend the Rule to have more feature-
specific subcategories for refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers, and freezers. The representatives contended that 
consumers knew what features they wanted in a refrigeration product, and that consumers were not interested in 
knowing the energy use of models with features other than what they were seeking. The group recommended that 
the Rule be changed to include the subcategories in the U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) energy conservation 
standard rule. In 1994, in connection with a comprehensive review of the Rule, the FTC established the current 
categories, which are based on the DOE rule.(2) 

Our experience is that manufacturers produce a large number of different products within the categories currently 
used in the U.S. This suggests that manufacturers are responding to consumer interest in and demand for products 
with certain features. For example, in 1998, manufacturers submitted energy use data to the FTC for more than 3,600 
models of refrigerators, refrigerator-freezers, and freezers, broken down as summarized below: 

• Refrigerators with automatic defrost 36 models  

• Refrigerators and refrigerator-freezers with manual defrost 343 models  

• Refrigerator freezers with partial automatic defrost 45 models  

• Refrigerator freezers with automatic defrost with top-mounted freezer without through-the-door ice 
service 1,680 models  

• Refrigerator freezers with automatic defrost with side-mounted freezer without through-the-door ice 
service 261 models  

• Refrigerator freezers with automatic defrost with bottom-mounted freezer without through-the-
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