
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF THE 



the Federal Trade Commission and a waiting period has expired. 

The Complaint alleges that defendant was continuously in 

violation of the Hart-Scott-Rodino Act during the period from 

August 27, 1986, through at least February 15, 1987, with 

respect to its acquisition of Spectra-Physics' stock. Section 

(g)(l) of the Hart-Scott-Rodino Act, 15 U.S.C. S l8a(g)(1), 

provides that any person who fails to comply with the Act shall 

be liable to the United States for a civil penalty of not more 

than $10,000 for each day during which such person is in 

violation of the Act. Accordingly, the Complaint seeks "an 

appropriate civil penalty." As the Stipulation and proposed 

Final Judgment indicate, the defendant has agreed to pay a civil 

penalty of $550,000 within 15 days of entry of the Final 

Judgment. 

The Antitrust Procedures and Penalties Act (WAPPA"), 15 

U.S.C. § l6(b)-(h), requires that any proposal for a "consent 

judgment" submitted by the United States in a civil case filed 

·under the antitrust laws" be filed with the court at least 60 

days in advance of its effective date, published in the Federal 

Register and newspaper for public comment, and reviewed by the 

court for the purpose of determining whether it is in the public 

interest. 



The 



Previously, in United States v. ABA Services. Inc., 1979-2 CCH 

Trade Cases ~ 62,861 (E.D. Mo.), a consent judgment calling for 

both equitable relief and civil penalties was approved by the 

court on August 14, 1979, after the United States had taken the . . 
position in APPA proceedings that the civil penalties component 

of that judgment was not open to public objection. ~ 44 Fed. 

Reg. 41583 (July 17, 1979). 

There may be circumstances, of course, in which the 

procedures of the 



For the above reasons, the United States asks the Court to 

enter the Final Judgment in this case. 
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