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UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
BEFORE FEDERAL TRADE COWM SSI ON

COW SSI ONERS: Robert Pitofsky, Chairnan
Mary L. Azcuenaga
Janet D. Steiger
Roscoe B. Starek, 11
Christine A Varney

In the Matter of DOCKET NO. C- 3680

YOUNG & RUBI CAM | NC. ,

a corporation. DECI SI ON AND ORDER

N N N N N N N

The Federal Trade Conmmi ssion having initiated an
i nvestigation of certain acts and practices of the respondent
named in the caption hereof, and the respondent having been
furni shed thereafter with a copy of a draft of conplaint which
the San Franci sco Regional Ofice proposed to present to the
Commi ssion for its consideration and which, if issued by the
Commi ssion, woul d charge respondent with violation of the Federal
Trade Conmi ssion Act; and

The respondent, its attorney, and counsel for the Comm ssion
havi ng thereafter executed an agreenent contai ning a consent
order, an adm ssion by the respondent of all the jurisdictional
facts set forth in the aforesaid draft of conplaint, a statenent
that the signing of said agreenent is for settlenent purposes
only and does not constitute an adm ssion by respondent that the
| aw has been violated as alleged in such conplaint, or that the
facts as alleged in such conplaint, other than jurisdictional
facts, are true and wai vers and ot her provisions as required by
t he Conmi ssion's Rules; and



The Conmi ssion having thereafter considered the matter and
having determned that it had reason to believe that the
respondent has violated the said Act, and that a conplaint should
issue stating its charges in that respect, and having thereupon
accepted the executed consent agreenent and placed such agreenent
on the public record for a period of sixty (60) days, and havi ng
duly considered the comment filed thereafter by an interested
person pursuant to 8 2.34 of its Rules, nowin further conformty
with the procedure prescribed in 8 2.34 of its Rules, the
Conmmi ssi on hereby issues its conplaint, nakes the follow ng
jurisdictional findings and enters the follow ng order:

1. Respondent Young & RubicamlInc., is a corporation
organi zed, existing, and doi ng busi ness under and by virtue of
the aws of the State of New York, with its office and principa
pl ace of business |ocated at 285 Madi son Avenue, in the Gty of
New York, State of New York

2. The Federal Trade Comm ssion has jurisdiction of the
subj ect matter of this proceeding and of the respondent, and the
proceeding is in the public interest.

ORDER

| T 1S ORDERED t hat respondent, Young & Rubi cam a
corporation, its successors and assigns, and its officers, and
respondent’'s agents, representatives and enpl oyees, directly or
t hrough any corporation, subsidiary, division or other device, in
connection with the advertising or pronotion of the McronAir
Filtration Systemas configured in the 1995 Li ncoln Conti nental
and the 1995 Mercury Mystique or any substantially simlar
product in or affecting commerce, as "conmmerce"” is defined in the
Federal Trade Commi ssion Act, do forthwith cease and desist from
maki ng any representation, directly or by inplication, that such
products renove virtually all pollutants. For the purposes of
this Order, "substantially simlar product” shall nean any
autonotive cabin air filter which is an electrostatic filter,
consi sting of |ayers of non-woven fabric, with at | east one |ayer
t hat has been electrically charged.



| T 1S FURTHER ORDERED t hat respondent, Young & Rubicam a
corporation, its successors and assigns, and its officers, and
respondent’'s agents, representatives and enpl oyees, directly or
t hrough any corporation, subsidiary, division or other device, in
connection with the advertising or pronotion of any household or
autonotive cabin air filter, in or affecting comrerce, as
"commerce" is defined in the Federal Trade Comm ssion Act, do
forthwith cease and desist from maki ng any representation, in any
manner, directly or by inplication, about the efficacy of any
such product in reducing or renoving pollutants, unless such
representation is true, and at the tine of making such
representation, respondent possesses and relies upon conpetent
and reliable scientific evidence, that substantiates such
representation. For purposes of this Order, "conpetent and
reliable scientific evidence” shall nean tests, analyses,
research, studies or other evidence based on the expertise of
professionals in the rel evant area, that has been conducted and
eval uated in an objective manner by persons qualified to do so,
usi ng procedures generally accepted in the profession to yield
accurate and reliable results.

Provi ded, however, that it shall be a defense hereunder that
t he respondent neither knew nor had reason to know of an
i nadequacy of substantiation for the representation.

| T 1S FURTHER ORDERED that for three (3) years after the
| ast date of dissem nation of any representation covered by this
Order, respondent, or its successors and assigns, shall mintain
and upon request make avail able to the Federal Trade Conm ssion
for inspection and copyi ng:

A Al materials that were relied upon in dissem nating
such representation; and

B. Al tests, reports, studies, surveys, denonstrations or
ot her evidence in its possession or control that
contradict, qualify, or call into question such

representation, or the basis relied upon for such
representation, including witten conplaints from
CONSUNers.









VII.

| T I'S FURTHER ORDERED t hat respondent shall, within sixty
(60) days fromthe date of service of this Order upon it, and at
such other tinmes as the Commission may require, file with the
Commi ssion a report, in witing, setting forth in detail the
manner and formin which it has conplied with this O der.

By the Conmmi ssion.

Donald S. Cark
Secretary

| SSUED:  August 22, 1996



