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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
      BEFORE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

____________________________________
)

In the Matter of )
)

ZYGON INTERNATIONAL, INC., ) DOCKET NO. C-3686
 a corporation, and )
DANE SPOTTS, )

individually and as an )
officer of said corporation. )

____________________________________)

COMPLAINT

The Federal Trade Commission, having reason to believe that Zygon International, Inc., a
corporation, and Dane Spotts, individually and as an officer of said corporation (“respondents”),
have violated the provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act, and it appearing to the
Commission that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be in the public interest, alleges:

PARAGRAPH ONE:   Respondent Zygon International, Inc. is a Washington
corporation, with its principal office or place of business at 18368 Redmond Way, Redmond WA
98052.

Respondent Dane Spotts is an officer of the corporate respondent.  Individually or in
concert with others, he formulates, directs, and controls the acts and practices of the corporate
respondent, including the acts and practices alleged in this complaint.  His principal office or
place of business is the same as that of the corporate respondent.

PARAGRAPH TWO:   Respondents have manufactured, advertised, labeled, offered for
sale, sold, and distributed consumer products through radio and print advertisements, the Zygon
International “SuperLife” mail-order catalog, and the Internet’s World Wide Web.  These
products include, but are not limited to the “Learning Machine” and the “SuperMind,” devices
that purportedly accelerate learning; the “SuperBrain Nutrient Program,” pills that purportedly
enhance memory, intelligence, attention, and concentration levels; “Fat Burner” pills, which
purportedly induce weight loss; and “Day and Night Eyes,” purported vision improvement pills.
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You select a specially programmed Learning Disc™ in the area you want to study. 
Plug it into any ordinary CD player.  Then attach your Learning Machine digital
headset into the headphone jack.  Push play and a few moments later your mind is
launched into a pre-programmed learning session.  In a fun, almost effortless way,
the Learning Disc lesson plan unfolds its program and transfers the knowledge
into your mind.”  [Exhibit A:  Zygon's SuperLife catalog; Exhibit C:  USAir
magazine, July 1994; and Exhibit D:  Longevity magazine, August 1994]

F. “The Learning Machine goes beyond virtual reality.  It's the most advanced
accelerated learning tool in the world!  Absolutely mind blowing!  What if you
could flip a switch inside your mind to instantly activate your imagination?  Speak
foreign languages.  Expand your mental skills . . . And pour into your mind the
genius of an Einstein or a Socrates.  Find out how the Learning Machine boosts
mental powers . . .  Get a Photographic Mind, Instant Motivation, Speak Foreign
Languages, and More!”  [Exhibit E:  The Learning Machine Home Page, World
Wide Web, January 18, 1996]

PARAGRAPH FIVE:   Through the use of the statements contained in the advertisements
referred to in PARAGRAPH FOUR, including but not necessarily limited to the advertisements
attached as Exhibits A through E, respondents have represented, directly or by implication, that
the Learning Machine:

A. Enables users to learn foreign languages overnight.

B. Enables users to quadruple their reading speed.

C. Enables users to improve their math skills.

D. Enables children to learn at a rate of 300% to 500% faster than their peers.

E. Enables users to lose weight.

F. Enables users to quit smoking.

G. Substantially improves users' ability to learn and retain information.

H. Enables users to learn four languages, triple their reading speed, improve their
vocabulary, and improve their memory in thirty days.
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SuperMind™, you could induce a hypnotic trance in a matter of seconds.  Then, while
your subconscious is primed for psychological programming, you play prerecorded
behavioral mindscripts, and these new success patterns become transferred onto your
brain.”  [Exhibit F:  Longevity magazine, July 1993]

B. “Instant Speed Learning

Plus, you can use this machine for speed learning.  Tests at the University
of California have revealed the effects of Theta frequencies on learning. 
During their study a group of 20 students learned 1,800 words of
Bulgarian in 120 hours while using Theta stimulation programs.  In about
1/3 the normal time they spoke and wrote the new language.”  [Exhibit F: 
Longevity magazine, July 1993]

C. “Speak French, Spanish, German, & Italian Overnight

Using the amazing accelerated language learning system, these four Instant
Language courses are also bundled with your SuperMind™ computer. 
Each course works with software built into your SuperMind™ to imprint a
super-fast working knowledge of these languages into your memory. 
Edited to accelerate learning time, words and phrases for speaking in each
country are imprinted directly onto your brain cells.  No verbs to conjugate
or grammar to learn.”  [Exhibit F:  Longevity magazine, July 1993]

E. “Speak four languages almost overnight.  Instant French.  Instant Spanish.  Instant
German & Instant Italian use the SuperMind computer to stimulate the optimum
brain-state for learning.  Each language soundtrack imprints new words and
phrases directly onto your brain cells.  A second tape included with each course
uses a special reinforcement system to lock the language session into permanent
memory.  There are no verbs to conjugate or grammar to learn.”  [Exhibit G: 
Omni magazine, January 1994]

PARAGRAPH NINE:   Through the use of the statements contained in the
advertisements referred to in PARAGRAPH EIGHT, including but not necessarily limited to the
advertisements attached as Exhibits F and G, respondents have represented, directly or by
implication, that the SuperMind:

A. Effectively treats users' stress.

B. Effectively treats users' jet lag.

C. Gives users the equivalent of eight hours of sleep after twenty minutes of use.
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D. Enables users to lose weight.

E. Enables users to quit smoking.

F. Enabled 20 students to learn 1800 words of Bulgarian in 120 hours in tests at the
University of California.

G. Improves the functioning of users' immune system.

H. Increases users' I.Q.

I. When used in conjunction with the Instant Language courses, enables users to
learn foreign languages overnight.

J. Substantially improves users' ability to learn and retain information.

PARAGRAPH TEN:   Through the use of the statements contained in the advertisements
referred to in PARAGRAPH EIGHT, including but not necessarily limited to the advertisements
attached as Exhibits F and G, respondents have represented, directly or by implication, that at the
time they made the representations set forth in PARAGRAPH NINE, respondents possessed and
relied upon a reasonable basis that substantiated such representations.

PARAGRAPH ELEVEN:   In truth and in fact, at the time they made the representations
set forth in PARAGRAPH NINE, respondents did not possess and rely upon a reasonable basis
that substantiated such representations.  Therefore, the representation set forth in PARAGRAPH
TEN was, and is, false and misleading.

PARAGRAPH TWELVE:   Through the use of the statements contained in the
advertisements referred to in PARAGRAPH EIGHT, including but not necessarily limited to the
advertisement attached as Exhibit F, respondents have represented, directly or by implication,
that the SuperMind has been proven in tests conducted at the University of California to teach
users to speak and write foreign languages in about one-third the time of traditional methods of
study.

PARAGRAPH THIRTEEN:   In truth and in fact, tests conducted at the University of
California have not proven that the SuperMind teaches users to speak and write foreign
languages in about one-third the time of traditional methods of study.  Therefore, the
representation set forth in PARAGRAPH TWELVE was, and is, false and misleading.
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verbal skills, problem solving ability, mood, sexual desire, and overall health.” 
[Exhibit H:  Zygon's SuperLife catalog]

PARAGRAPH FIFTEEN:   Through the use of the statements contained in the
advertisements referred to in PARAGRAPH FOURTEEN, including but not necessarily limited
to the advertisement attached as Exhibit H, respondents have represented, directly or by
implication, that the SuperBrain Nutrient Program:

A. Enables users to improve their memory.

B. Enables users to improve their intelligence.

C. When taken by pregnant women, will cause their children to have enhanced
intelligence.

D. Enhances cognition, increases blood supply and oxygen to the brain, enhances
brain cell metabolism, inhibits free radical damage to brain cells, and stimulates
neuro-transmitter hormones of users.

E. Enables users to improve their cognitive and mental functions, including attention
and concentration levels, problem solving abilities, and verbal skills.

PARAGRAPH SIXTEEN:   Through the use of the statements contained in the
advertisements referred to in PARAGRAPH FOURTEEN, including but not necessarily limited
to the advertisement attached as Exhibit H, respondents have represented, directly or by
implication, that at the time they made the representations set forth in PARAGRAPH FIFTEEN,
respondents possessed and relied upon a reasonable basis that substantiated such representations.

PARAGRAPH SEVENTEEN:   In truth and in fact, at the time they made the
representations set forth in PARAGRAPH FIFTEEN, respondents did not possess and rely upon
a reasonable basis that substantiated such representations.  Therefore, the representation set forth
in PARAGRAPH SIXTEEN was, and is, false and misleading.

Fat Burner pills

PARAGRAPH EIGHTEEN:  Respondents have disseminated or have caused to be
disseminated advertisements for Fat Burner pills, including, but not necessarily limited to, the
attached Exhibit I.  This advertisement contains the following statements:








