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It the Matter of

LAFARGE S8.A.,
a vorporation,

Docket No. C - 4014
File No. Q01 - 152

BLUE CIRCLE INDUSTRIES PLC,
a corporation,

BLUE CIRCLE NORTH AMERICA INC,,
# corporation, and

ELUE CIRCLE INC.,
a corporation.
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PETITION OF LAFARGE 5.A.
FOR APPROVAL OF PROPOSED DIVESTITURE

Pursuant to Section 2.41(£) of the Federal Trade Commission (“Comunisgion™)
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angl Order in the above-captioned matier (the “Decision and Order”), Lafarge S.A. {(“Lafarge™),
Blue Circle [ndustries ple, Blue Circle North America Inc. and Bloe Cirele Ine. (collectively
“Bluge Circle™ and together with Lafarge, the “Parties™) hereby petition the Commission to

approve the divestiture of Blue Circle’s Lime Assets to Peak Investments L.L.C. {*Pcak™}.!
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L Consent Apreement and Complaint

On May 30, 2001, Lafarge, Blue Circle and the Commuission entered into an

Agreement Containing Consent Drders that includes a Decision and Order, and an Order to Hold
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coal, fucl, natural gas and ¢lectricity, are provided by third parties to the Calera Site and, under

the Site Services Agreement, will be provided by LBM to Peak on a cost pass-throngh basis,

Peak will allow Peak to continne opcrating the Lime Plant as a succcssful stand-alone busmess.
The Site Services Agreement also provides that LBM will, at its expense,

construct new building facilities {e. 2., control room, administrative building and laboratory) for

Tzak in order to separate the essential operations of the Lime Plant frorn the other factlities at the

Calera Site.
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sulfate of potash company and one of the five natural soda ash producers. The headguarters
address of Peak is:
Peak Investments, [.1.C.

15700 College Boulevard, Suite 101
Lenexa, Kansas 662149
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and Billy Whalen, Chief Information Officer. Tnformation on their expericnee and backgrounds
is provided m Appendix D hereto.

Having successfully operated a significant lime prodaction facility in Australia
that produced almost five times the amount of ime cwrently produced by Lthe Lime Plant, Peak

has demonsirated experience in managing the operations of 2 large lime plant. Peak’s Australian
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During the cighteen months since Peak acquired the phosphoris pentasulfide business, Peak has

made significant improvements in the operating praclices and performance of the business. In
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IV. Conclusion
The proposed divestiture of the Line Assets to Poak will accomplish the purposes
of the Consent Order and remedy any alleged lessching of competition in the production and sale

of lime in the Southeast repon that may resuit from Lafarge’s acquisition of Blue Cirele. Peak
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CONFIDENTIAL APPENIDHX A

[REDACTED]|
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CONFIDENTIAE APPENDIX B

[REDACTED)
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CONFIDENTIAL APPENDIX C

RENALTED . »
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APPENDIX D

Bivgraphies of Peak Principals
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Prior to April 1998, Mr. Boyce was President and COQ of Harris Chemical Group as well as
COO ofils operating unils, North American Salt Company, North American Chenucal
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that capacity [rom Jannary 1990 through March 1998, Mr. Boyee was also CEO of Penrice Soda

Products Pty. Ltd. in Australia. Before joining Hamis Chemical Group, be was with General
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has a BS m Applied Science from the Umited States Naval Academy, and an MBA from The

E.ﬂ Wenrhs P rylad
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Prior to joining Peak Investmenis in 1999, Mr. Sichko was Senlor Vice President - Homan
Resources for Hamis Chermical Group with responsibility for 3,500 emplovees in the Uited

States. Canada, the United Kingdom, Genmany, France, ltaly and Australia. He also acted as the
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