


present and testifying at the trial of this proceeding, all of which objections are reserved and may 

be interposed at the time of trial. 

The following responses are based upon information and documents presently within 

PHA's custody, possession, or control, and no incidental or implied admissions are intended 

hereby. PHAYs responses are made with the express reservation of all rights pursuant to the 

Commission's Rules of Practice to supplement and/or amend these responses or otherwise to 

present evidence later discovered or the 



1. PHA objects to Complaint Counsel's Requests for Admissions to the extent that 

they seek to impose obligations or requirements on PHA beyond those contained in the 

Commission's Rules of Practice. PHA will respond to Complaint Counsel's Requests for 

Admissions consistent with these rules. 

2. PHA objects to Complaint Counsel's Definitions and Instructions to the extent 

that they attempt to impose obligations on PHA beyond those contained in the Commission's 

Rules of Practice and to ascribe meanings to words that are different from their ordinary usage. 

3. PHA objects to Complaint Counsel's Requests for Admissions to the extent that 

they purport to require disclosure of information that is protected from discovery by the attorney- 

client privilege, work-product doctrine, or any other privilege, doctrine, or immunity. Nothing 

contained in these responses is intended or may be constru3 Tc 5.42351 0 Td
(on )Tj
0 Tc w897317.9(r0c 15m )3ms93(be1m34ey- ) 



7. PHA objects to Complaint Counsel's 



the PHA member contracts, and may do so as a member of a group practice, as a sole 

practitioner, or as an employee of one of PHAYs participating hospitals. 

2. All PHA group practices 



obtainable by Respondent is insufficient to enable it to fully admit or hlly deny this Request for 

Admission. Admitted to the extent that there are more than 150 practice groups that participate 

in PHA and through which PHA practitioners may provide covered services in Alexander, 

Burke, Caldwell and/or Catawba counties to the members of payors with which they contract. 

4. The more than 135 PHA primary care physicians provide covered services to payors' 
members in the Unifour area through more than 55 group practices. 

RESPONSE: PHA objects to the extent that Request for Admission No. 4 to the extent that it is 

overly broad, vague, ambiguous, unduly burdensome, and seeks to impose on PHA a burden 

greater than that imposed by the Commission's Rule of Practice. PHA cannot truthfully admit or 

deny this request for admission because Respondent does not have sufficient information or 

knowledge. Respondent has made a reasonable inquiry and the information known to or readily 

obtainable by Respondent is insufficient to enable it to fully admit or hlly deny this Request for 

Admission. Admitted to the extent that there are more than 55 group practices that participate in 

PHA and through which more than 135 primary care physicians may provide covered services in 

Alexander, Burke, Caldwell and/or Catawba counties to the members of payors with which they 

contract. 

5. PHA's practitioners who provide covered services in the specialties of 
Allergy/Zmmunology, Cardiology, Dermatology, Family Medicine, Gastroenterology, 
General Surgery, Internal Medicine, Obstetrics/Gynecology, Pediatrics, Neonatology, 
Nephrology, Neurology, Neurosurgery, Oncology/Hematology, Ophthalmology, Oral 
Surgery, Orthopaedic Surgery, Otolaryngology, Pathology, Physiatry/Physical Medicine, 
Plastic/Reconstructive Surgery, Podiatry, Radiation/Oncology, Radiology, 
Rheurnatology, Urgent Care, Urological Surgery through group practices in the Unifour 
area compete - in the sense that the practitioners are alternatives when viewed from the 
perspective of patients, or payors who are seeking to contract with practitioners to 
provide covered services to their members - with one or more PHA practitioners of the 
same specialty who provide covered services through different group practices in the 
Unifour area. 
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RESPONSE: PHA objects to the extent that Request for Admission No. 5 to the extent that it is 

overly broad, vague, ambiguous, unduly burdensome, potentially seeks information that is 

protected by the attorney-client and work product privileges, and seeks to impose on PHA a 

burden greater than that imposed by the Commission's Rules of Practice. PHA cannot truthfully 



Date: "hkr 

Signed as to Objections: 

James H. Sneed 
Nicholas R. Koberstein 
Christine L. White 
Linda M. Holleran 
McDERMOTT, WILL & EMERY 
600 Thirteenth Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
Tel: (202) 756-8000 
Fax: (202)756-8855 

ATTORNEYS FOR PHA 
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