
ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED AGREEMENT CONTAINING CONSENT ORDER 
TO AID PUBLIC COMMENT 

In the Matter of Aspen Technology, Inc., Docket No. 9310

The Federal Trade Commission, subject to its final approval, has accepted for public
comment an Agreement Containing Consent Order (“Proposed Order”) with Aspen Technology,
Inc. (“AspenTech”) to resolve the anticompetitive effects alleged in the Complaint issued by the
Commission on August 6, 2003.

On or about May 31, 2002, AspenTech acquired Hyprotech, Ltd. from AEA Technology
plc for approximately $106.1 million in a transaction that was not reportable under the Hart-
Scott-Rodino Act.  At the time of the acquisition, AspenTech and Hyprotech were the primary
global suppliers of process engineering simulation software and had only one other significant
competitor, Simulation Sciences (“SimSci”).  The Agreement requires that AspenTech divest its
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mathematically model, or simulate, a process to predict what happens when different variables
(such as heat, pressure, or raw material composition) are changed, thereby allowing more
efficient and lower cost operations.  AspenTech and Hyprotech were also the two primary
providers of integrated engineering software, which facilitates the sharing and implementation of
process design data.

II.  The Commission’s Complaint

On August 6, 2003, the Commission issued a Complaint charging that AspenTech
unlawfully acquired the assets of Hyprotech in violation of Section 7 of the Clayton Act,
15 U.S.C. § 18, and Section 5 of the Federal Trade Commission Act, 15 U.S.C. § 45.  
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the markets for (1) continuous process engineering simulation flowsheet software for process
industries and smaller markets contained therein, and (2) batch process engineering simulation
flowsheet software for process industries.

B.  Divestiture to Bentley
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simulation software.  Paragraphs IV.A. and IV.B.  AspenTech also must publish and provide
support for all HYSYS and AspenPlus interfaces.  Paragraphs IV.B. and IV.C.  Finally, the
proposed order prohibits AspenTech from entering into or enforcing any agreement with any
competitors that has the purpose of impeding or obstructing the conduct or organizational


