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Wild Oats denies knowledge and information suffcient to answer the alle

gations of Paragraph 5 of the Complaint, except to the extent that this Paragraph contains 

legal conclusions to which no response is required. 

Wild Oats admits the allegations of Paragraph 6 of the Complaint. 

Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 7 of the Complaint. 

Wild Oats admits that is was founded in 1987; admits that it provides a se

lection of natural, organic, and gourmet foods, environmentally friendly products, and 

natural vitamins, remedies and body care products, along with a broad selection of con

ventional products; admits that the last sentence of Paragraph 8 of the Complaint accu

rately quotes an aricle entitled "Organics Are No Longer a Niche" from the April 7 

2006 edition of Business Week; and otherwise denies this Paragraph. 

Wild Oats admits the allegations of Paragraph 9 of the Complaint



14. Wild Oats admits the allegations of the first sentence of Paragraph 14 of 

the Complaint and denies the allegations of the second sentence of this Paragraph to the 

extent it alleges that the Court' s temporar restraining order may be the "only" prohibi

tion on the closing of the Acquisition, except to the extent this Paragraph contains legal 



22. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 22 of the Complaint. 

23. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 23 of the Complaint. 

24. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 24 of the Complaint. 

25. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 25 of the Complaint, except 

denies knowledge and information suffcient to admit or deny the accuracy of any of the 

quotes in this Paragraph. 

26. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 26 of the Complaint, except 

denies knowledge and information sufficient to admit or deny the accuracy of the quote 

in this Paragraph. 

27. Wild Oats admits the allegations of Paragraph 27 of the Complaint. 

28. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 28 of the Complaint, except 

denies knowledge and information sufficient to admit or deny the accuracy of the quote 

in this Paragraph. 

29. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 29 of the Complaint, except 

denies knowledge and information suffcient to admit or deny the accuracy of the quote 

in this Paragraph. 

30. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 30 of the Complaint. 

31. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 31 of the Complaint. 

32. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 32 of the Complaint. 

33. Wild Oats admits the allegations of the first sentence of Paragraph 33 of 

the Complaint, but denies the allegations of the second sentence of this Paragraph. 

34. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 34 of the Complaint. 



35. Wild Oats denies knowledge and information sufficient to answer the alle

gations of Paragraph 35 of the Complaint, except denies that Wild Oats has ever enjoyed 

a "monopoly" in any market. 

36. Wild Oats admits the allegations of the first sentence Paragraph 36 of the 

Complaint and otherwise denies the allegations of this Paragraph. 

37. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 37 of the Complaint, except 

denies knowledge and information sufficient to admit or deny the accuracy of either 

quotes in this Paragraph. 

38.	 Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 38 of the Complaint. 

39. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 39 of the Complaint, except 

to the extent this Paragraph contains legal conclusions to which no response is required. 

40. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 40 of the Complaint, except 

to the extent this Paragraph contains legal conclusions to which no response is required. 

41. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 41 of the Complaint, except 

to the to the extent this Paragraph contains legal conclusions to which no response is re

quired. 

42.	 Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 42 ofthe Complaint. 

43. Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 43 of the Complaint, includ

ing each of its subpars, except to the to the extent this Paragraph, including any subpart 

contains legal conclusions to which no response is required. Specifically: 

(a)	 Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 43.a of the Com
plaint; 

(b)	 Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 43.b of the Com
plaint; 



(g) 

(c)	 Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 43.c of the Com
plaint; 

(d)	 Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 43.d of the Com
plaint; 

(e)	 Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 43.e of the Com
plaint; 

(f)	 Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 43.f of the Com
plaint; 

Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 43.g of the Com
plaint; 

(h)	 Wild Oats denies the allegations of Paragraph 43.h of the Com
plaint. 

44. Wild Oats denies, admits, and responds to Paragraph 44 of the Complaint 

as set forth in the preceding paragraphs of this Answer. 

45. Paragraph 45 of the Complaint contains legal conclusions to which no re

sponse is required. 

46. Wild Oats denies, admits, and responds to Paragraph 46 of the Complaint 

as set forth in the preceding paragraphs of this Answer. 

47.	 
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WHEREFORE, respondent Wild Oats respectfully requests that the Administra

tive Law Judge: 

Deny each contemplated relief proposed by Petitioner; 

Dismiss the Complaint with prejudice as against all respondents; 

Award Wild Oats the reasonable costs of this litigation, including reason

able attorneys ' fees; and 

Grant Wild Oats such other and further relief as the Administrative Law 

Judge deems just and proper. 

Dated: July 17 , 2007 By: *J 
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Donald S. Clark, Secretary 
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600 Pennsylvania Ave. , N. 
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Washington, D.C. 20580 
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Acting Assistant Director, Mergers IV 
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Washington, DC 20001 
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Alden 1. Atkins, Esq. 

John D. Taurman, Esq. 
VINSON & ELKINS LLP 
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1455 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. 
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