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ANALYSIS OF AGREEMENT CONTAINING CONSENT ORDER
 TO AID PUBLIC COMMENT

In the Matter of Carlyle Partners IV, L.P., File No. 071 0203

I.  Introduction

The Federal Trade Commission (“Commission”) has accepted, subject to final approval,
an Agreement Containing Consent Order from Carlyle Partners IV, L.P. (“Respondent”).  The
Consent Agreement is intended to resolve anticompetitive effects stemming f
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The proposed complaint alleges that the proposed acquisition would reduce competition
by eliminating direct competition between these two companies.  The proposed complaint
further states that the market for sodium silicate is conducive to coordination due to several
structural features, including the facts that sodium silicate is a homogenous product and pricing
information is readily available.  Furthermore, evidence suggests that competitors behave as if 
the market were essentially a duopoly in which the top two producers, PQ and Occidental,
operate with a high level of mutual interdependence.  B
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IV.  Opportunity for Public Comment

The proposed Decision and Order has been placed on the public record for thirty (30)
days to receive comments by interested persons.  Comments received during this period will
become part of the public record.  After thirty (30) days, the Commission will review the
Consent Agreement and comments received and decide whether to withdraw its agreement or
make final the Consent Agreement’s proposed Order.

The purpose of this analysis is to facilitate public comment on the proposed Decision and
Order.  This analysis is not intended to constitute an official interpretation of the Consent
Agreement and the proposed Decision and Order.


