Analysis o Proposel Consent Order to Aid Public Comment
In the Matter of Texder Corporaton, File No. 0823188

The Federl Trade Commissin (“FTC” or “Commgssion”) has ecepted, subject to final
approvd an ageement containing consat order fom Tende Corporaion, a corpaation
(“respondenty.

The propose consent ordehas ben plaed on the publicecod for thirty (30) das for
reception of comments by interested persons. Commentsreceived during this period will
becomepart of thepublic reord. Afte thirty (30) dgs, the Commision will agan reviewthe
ageanent and theamments redeed and will de@e whethe it should withdraw fom the
ageanent or makdinal the greanent’s proposed der.

This matter involves Tends maketingand salef Fresh Bath braad moist hand and
bodywipes, pakaged in plastic that prominentitates “bio-dgradeable” without qualification
on the front othe pakage. Tender’s website and pmotional materials also matlee claim.
According to the FTC comgaint, respondent represented that Fresh Bath Wipes and Fresh Bath
Travd Wipes and the padkages will completelybre& down and eturn to naturg.e.,
decompos@nto elements found in natyreithin a regonablyshort period of timefter
customarydisposal. The complaint alleg respondent’s biodegdale claim is falsdecaise a
substantial majoritpf total household waste disposed of either in lant$, incineators, or
recycling facilities and thesecusomary digposd methodsdo nat present conditions thet would
allow for thewipes and thie padkagng to @mpletelybre& down and eturn to naturg.e.,
decompos@nto elements found in natyreithin a regonablyshort period of time. The
compaint further aleges thet respondent failed to have subgantiation for thebiodegradable
claim. The poposed cons# order ontains provisions desigdeo prevat respondentém
engagng in similar ats and pratices in the future

Part LA of the poposed ordeprohibits respond# from makinga represatation that
cettain of its products ardegadale unless the presatation is true, not mishding and
substantiated byompetentad reliablescientific &idence Part IB prohibits respondent from
makinganyother evironmental berfé claim about such @ducts, unless at the time the
representtion is made, it is truthful and not misleadirgnd substantiated lmpmpetent iad
reliableevidene, which vihen appopriate must beampetent andeliable seentific evidence.

Pat Il of theproposed arder requires respondent to gecify whether its degradability
claim applies to the prodtjgpackae, or omponents of either

Parts Il throudh VI requirerespondast to keep copm of rdevant advdisements and
materials substantiating claims madein the advertisements to provide copies d the order to
cettain of their pesonnel; to notifthe Commis®n of changes in corpaaite struture that migt
affect @mpliance obligtions under the der; and to file complianceepots with the
Commission and respond to other requestsfrom FTC gaff. Pat VII provides that the order will
terminate &er twenty (20) yeass under ertan circumstanes.

The purpose of this andysisis to facili tate public comment on the proposed order. It is
not intended to constitute an dfficial interpretation o the agreement and proposed arder or to
modfy in any way ther terms.



