
ipt  of  c omm e nts  by  int e re ste d p e rs on s.   Com me nts  re c e ive d d ur ing  thi s p e ri od  wi ll b e c ome

part of the  public rec ord.  Afte r thirty  (30) da y s, the Commis sion will aga in review  the

ag ree ment and the c omments rece ived, and will dec ide whethe r it should withdraw fr om the

ag ree ment and take  appropr iate ac tion or make fina l the ag ree ment’s proposed or der.

T h i s  m a t t e r  c o n c e r n s  a l l e g e d  f a l s e  o r  m i s l e a d i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t h a t  D i r e c t o r s  D e s k

made to consume rs conc erning  its participation in the Safe H arbor  privac y  fra mework ( “Safe

Har bor”)  ag ree d upon by  the U.S. and the Eur opean U nion (“EU” ).  I t is among the

Commi ssion’s first case s to challeng e dec eptive cla ims about the Safe Ha rbor.  The  Safe H arbor

p r o v i d e s  a  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  U . S .  c o m p a n i e s  t o  t r a n s f e r  d a t a  o u t s i d e  t h e  E U  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h

Europea n law.   To join the Safe  Har bor, a c ompany  must self-ce rtify  to the U.S. Depar tment of

Commerce ( “Commerce ”) tha t it complies with seven principles and r elated r equire ments. 

Commerce ma intains a public website, www.e x port.g ov/safeha rbor , where it posts the names of
companies that have self-certified to the Safe Harbor.  The listing of companies indicates
whether their self-certification is “current” or “not current.”  Companies are required to re-
certify every year in order to retain their status as “current” members of the Safe Harbor
framework.   

Directors Desk provides an online application that allows members of corporate boards
of directors to access board meeting materials, board minutes, and other related documents
through a website (www.directorsdesk.com).  According to the Commission’s complaint,
Directors Desk set forth on its website privacy policies and statements about its practices,
including statements that it is a current participant in the Safe Harbor.
 

The Commission’s complaint alleges that Directors Desk falsely represented that it was a

representations about its membership in
any privacy, security, or any other compliance program sponsored by the government or any
other third party.  It contains provisions designed to prevent Directors Desk from engaging in the
future in practices similar to those alleged in the complaint.

http://www.export.gov/safeharbor,
http://www.geeks.com)



