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Pursuant to Section 2Al(f) of the Federal Trade Commission (the "Commission") Rules of 
Practice and Procedure, 16 C.F.R.2Al(f), and Paragraph II.C of the Decision and Order in the above­
captioned matter (the "Decision and Order"), The Food Partners, LLC ("TFP"), divestiture trustee, 
hereby petitions the· Commission to approve the divestiture of select Assets To Be Divested (as 
defined in the Decision and Order) to Trader Joe's East, Inc. ("Trader Joe's"). 

I. DECISION AND ORDER AND PROPOSED SALE TO TRADER JOE'S EAST, INC. 

On March 5, 2009, the Commission accepted for public comment an Agreement Containing 
Consent Orders ("Consent Agreement") requiring the divestiture of 19 non-operating stores, 12 
acquired Wild Oats stores, one Whole Foods Market store and the Wild Oats associated intellectual 
property and related assets ("Assets To Be Divested"). The Commission also approved The Food 
Partners, LLC as the Divestiture Trustee. In addition, the Consent Agreement included an Order to 
Maintain Assets, which requires Whole Foods to continue to operate the open stores and maintain the 
viability, marketability and competiveness of the Assets To Be Divested until a buyer is identified 
and approved by the Commission and final closing of the purchase occurs or until the Assets To Be 
Divested are no longer subject to the Decision and Order. After placing the Consent Agreement on 
the public record for comment, the Commissjon approved the final Consent Agreement on May 28, 
2009. 

On September 8, 2009 and September 25; 2009, the 
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and the information to make informed buying decisions with the more than 3,000 unique grocery 
items. 

B. Financial Capability 

100% of the company's transaction financing will be from Trader Joe's working capital and 
cash reserves. According to The Nielsen Company's Trade Dimensions publication, the company 
had an estimated $6.0 billion in sales in 2008. (Additional information pertaining to Trader Joe's is 
attached to this Petition as Confidential Appendix B.) 

IV. CONCLUSION 

The proposed divestiture to Trader Joe's of the Portland, Maine store will accomplish the 
purposes of the Consent Agreement and remedy any alleged lessening of competition. Trader Joe's 
has the financial capability and relevant experience to ensure that the Assets To Be Divested will be 
used so as to become a viable and effective competitor to Whole Foods. Accordingly, the Divestiture 
Trustee requests that the Commission approve the proposed divestiture and acquirer. 
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