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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES 

)

In the Matter of
 ) 

)

McWANE, INC.,
 )


a corporation, and DOCKET NO. 9351
) 
)

STAR PIPE PRODUCTS, LTD., ) 
a limited parnership, )


Respondents.
 ) 

) 

ORDER DENYING RESPONDENT'S MOTION
 
TO AMEND THE PROTECTIVE ORDER GOVERNING DISCOVERY
 

I. 

On July 30,2012, Respondent McWane, Inc. ("Respondent" or "McWane") fied a 
Motion to Amend the Protective Order Governing Discovery, to permit its in-house general 
counsel and senior vice-president, James M. Proctor, II, full access to all confidential materials 
submitted in this case, equal to that permitted for outside counsel under the Protective Order 
("Motion"). Complaint Counsel filed an opposition to the Motion on August 7, 2012
 
("Opposition") .
 

Having fully considered the Motion and the Opposition, and as further explained below, 
the Motion is DENIED. 

II. 

The Protective Order in this case was issued on January 5,2012, and entered in 
accordance with Commission Rule of 
 Practice 3.3 1 
 (d). 16 C.F.R§ 3.31(d). That rule states: "In
order to protect the parties and third parties against improper use and disclosure of confidential 
information, the Administrative Law Judge shall issue a protective order as set forth in the 
appendix to this section." Id. In accordance with the standard protective order language in thè
 

appendix to Rule 3.31, the Protective Order in this case allows access to and review of 
confidential materials, inter alia, by "outside counsel of record for any respondent, their 
associated attorneys and other employees of 
 their law firm(s), provided they are not employees 
of a respondent." Protective Order ~ 7. The standard protective order language does not include
 

access to confidential materials for in-house counseL.
 

Respondent argues that its in-house counsel needs to access and review all confidential 
materials in order to fulfill his responsibilties to the company. Respondent contends that such 




