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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS: Edith Ramirez, Chairwoman
Julie Brill
Maureen K. Ohlhausen
Joshua D. Wright

In the Matter of

PRAXEDES E. ALVAREZ SANTIAGO, M.D., )
an individual;

DANIEL PEREZ BRISEBOIS, M.D.,
an individual;

JORGE E. GRILLASCA PALOU, M.D.,
an individual;

RAFAEL GARCIA NIEVES, M.D.,
an individual;

FRANCIS M. VAZQUEZ ROURA, M.D.,
an individual;

ANGEL B. RIVERA SANTOS, M.D.,
an individual;

COSME D. SANTOS TORRES, M.D.
an individual;

C-4402

and
JUAN L. VILARO CHARDON, M.D.,
an individual.
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DECISION AND ORDER

The Federal Trade Commission (“Commission”), having initiated an investigation of
certain acts and practices of Praxedes E. Alvarez Santiago, M.D., Daniel Pérez Brisebois, M.D.,
Jorge Grillasca Palou, M.D., Rafael Garcia Nieves, M.D., Francis M. Vazquez Roura, M.D.,
Angel B. Rivera Santos, M.D., Cosme D. Santos Torres, M.D., and Juan L. Vilaré6 Chardén,
M.D., hereinafter referred to as “Respondents,” and Respondents having been furnished
thereafter with a copy of the draft Complaint that counsel for the Commission proposed to
present to the Commission for its consideration and which, if issued, would charge Respondents
with violations of Section 5 of the Federal Trade Commission Act, as amended, 15 U.S.C. § 45;
and

Respondents, their attorney, and counsel for the Commission having thereafter executed
an Agreement Containing Consent Order to Cease and Desist (“Consent Agreement”),
containing an admission by Respondents of all the jurisdictional facts set forth in the aforesaid
draft Complaint, a statement that the signing of said Consent Agreement is for settlement
purposes only and does not constitute an admission by any Respondent that the law has been
violated as alleged in such Complaint, or that the facts as alleged in such Complaint, other than
jurisdictional facts, are true, and waivers and other provisions as required by the Commission’s
Rules; and






ORDER

IT I S ORDERED that, as used in this Order, the following definitions shall apply:

. “Respondents’ meansthefollowingindividuals (both individualy and collectively):
Praxedes E. AlvaeSantiag, M.D.; Daniel Pére Brisebois, M.D.; drge Gillasca Palou,
M.D.; Rafa¢ Garda Nieves, M.D.; Fraacis M. Vazquez Roura, M.D.; Ae{B. Rivera
Santos, M.D.; CosmD. Santos Toes, M.D.; and Juan.lVilar6 Chadon, M.D.

. “Commissbn” means the Fderd TradeCommagsion.

. “Government Entity” meansany Feded, state, local or non-U.S. government, or any court,
legslature, @vernmat agency or governmat commission, or anydicial or reyulatory
authority of any government.

. “Medical Group Pratice” means dona fide integated firm in which Phgicians pratice
medicine togtheras patners, shagholdes, owners, oemployees, oiin which onlyone
Physician pratices méicine.

. “Non-exclusive Arragement” mans an aangement that does notsteict the abilityof, or
fadlitate the refisal of, Phgicians who Particiga in it to deal with Pagrs on a individual
basisor through any other arrangement.

. “Orde Date’ meansthedae this Decision and Order is issued by the Commission to
becomdinal and défective.

. “Paticipate’ in an entity or an arangement means

1. to be apatner, sharehdder, owner, membe, or employee of such entity or arrangement;
or

2. to provide serices, greeto provide searices, or ofer to provide serices to a Payr
throudh such entityor arangement.

This definition applies to all tenses amdrhs of the wait “patticipate,” induding, but
not limited to, “paticipating,” “participated,” and “paticipation.”

. “Payor” means anyPerson that pay or aranges forpayment, for # or anypart of ay
Physician sevices foritself or foranyother Person. Thierm “Payr” includes anyPerson
tha develops, leases, or sdls access b networks of Physidans

. “Person”means ay individual, partnership, joint venturatrh, corpoation, association,
trust, unincorported orgnization, or other business or GBv¢O9part of a)T|j 42.8400 0.0000 Tin,(0y;



K. “Principa Address” meanseither: (1) primary business aldress,if theeis abusiness
address,or (2) primay residential address,if there is o busness aldress.

L. “Qudlified Clinically-Integated Jint Arrangement” mans an aangement to provide
Physician sevices in which:

1. all Physicians who Patrticiga in the arangement Particip in active ad onging
prog



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that eab Respondent, dirég or indiredly, or throudp any
corpoiate orother deice, in connetion with the provision of Plgjcian sevices in or #ecting
commere, as tommere” is ddined in Section 4 of theddernl Trade Commissin Act, 15
U.S.C.8 4, ceaseand desig from:



1. Participatingin, organizing, or &cilitatinganydiscussion or understandimgth or
amonganyPhysicians or Medial Group Pratices in such Qalified Arangement
relaing to pric



G. Paragaph Il Notification shall not be rpiired priorto Participatingn anyQualified
Arrangement forwhich Pargraph i



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED tha:
A. Within sixy



VLI,
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order shigterminate on Mayi, 2033.

By the Commis®n.

Donald S. Clark
Secreary

SEAL
ISSUED: May 1, 2013



