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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS: Edith Ramirez, Chairwoman
Julie Brill
Maureen K. Ohlhausen
JoshuaD. Wright

)
In the Matter of )
)
CHARLOTTE PiPE AND ) DocketNo.C-4403
FOuNDRY COMPANY, )
a oorporation, )
AND )
)
RANDOL PH HOLDING )
Company LLC, PANY LLC, a corporat ion. )

DECISION AND ORDER

The Federl Trade Commissin (“Commission”) havingnitiated an investigtion of
certain acts and practices d Charlotte Pipe and Foundry Conpany (“Chalotte Pipe”), and its
wholly-owned subsidiaryRandolph Holding Compani,LC, (“Randolph”) hereénafterreferred
to jointly as “Respondents” including theacquisition of certain assés d Star Pipe Produds,

Ltd., and Respondents havibgen @irnished thezater with a opy of a daft Complaint that the
Bureau of Competition proposed to present to the Commission for its consideration and which, if
issued, would chge Respondents with violations of Section 5 of taddal Trade Commissin
Act, as anended, 15 U.S.C. 8 45; and Section 7 of thetGtasct, 15 U.S.C. § 18, and

Respondents, their attoys and counsdor the Commission having thesaiter executel
an Ageanent Containing Consent OrdgConsent Ageement”), @ntaining a admission by
Respondents of all the jurisdictionatta set forth in thefaresaid draf Comphint, a statenré
that the siging of said Consent Agament is for settlement purpasenlyand does not
constitute an admission Respondents that the lawshizeen violatg as allegd in such
Complaint, or that the f&€ as allegd in such Complaint, other than jurisdictionaitéa aretrue,
and wavers and otheprovisions as iguired bythe Commis®n’s Rules; and
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The Commission having thereafter considered the mater and having deermined thet it
had reason to bdieve tha Respondents have violated the sad Acts, and tha a Conplaint should
issue stating its cinges in that resm, and haing accepted the executed Consentragnent
and plaed such Consent Aganent on the public oord for a peiod of thirty (30) das for the
receipt and considation of public omments, now in furtherooformity with the procdure
desaibed in Commission Rue 2.34, 16 CF.R. § 234, theConmission hereby isaues its
Complaint, nakes thdollowing jurisdictional findings ad issues the followinfedsion and
Orde (“Orde™):

1 Regpondent Charlotte Ape and Foundry Compary, is a orporation organized, existing,
and dang business wnder and by virtue of thelaws of the Stae of North Caolina with its
principal plae of business lotad at 2109 Randolph Road, Charlotte, NC 28207.

2. Respondent Randolph Holding Conpany, LLC is awholly-owned subsidiary of Chalotte
Pipe and is a limited liabtly companyorganized, exisng, and doing busings under iad
by virtue of the lavs of the State dDelawarewith its principal place obusiness located
at 2109 Randolph Road, Charlotte, NC 28207.

3. The Federl Trade Commissin has jurisdiction of the subfematter of this proaing
and of Respondents, and the proceeding is in the public interest.

ORDER
l.
IT IS ORDERED that, as used in this Order, the following definitions shall apply:
A. “Chalotte Pipe” means Chalotte Pipe and Foundry Conpany, its drectors, officers,

employees, agents representdives, successas, and assgns and its joint ventures,
su



Ltd., and therespective directors, officers, employees, agents representdives,
succasors, and assig of eah.

“Commisson” meas the Fderd TradeCommssion.

“Asset Purbase Ajreanent” meas the aquisition ageement betwee Randolph and
Star Pipe executed on dvaut dily 14, 2010.

“Cast Iron Sal Pipe Products” means cast iron 0il pipe and cast iron il pipe fittings,
made pimarily from recycled seap iron orpig iron, which ae used to trasport
wastevaterto sewersystems, to vent building plumbingstgms, and/or to transport
rainwéger to storm drains.

“Corfidentiaity and Non-Conpsdition Agreement” means each agreement entered into
by Star Pipe and Randolph, the gneal patners of Star Piperal Randolph, and by
eah employe ofStar Pipe and Randolph, asandition to closing the trsaction
contemplated byhe “Assé Purchase greement.”

“Chalotte Pipe Distributor’ meansany Peson to whom Cherlotte Pipe has sdd Cast
Iron Soil Rpe Products having wholesk value &cealing $35,000 dung calenda year
2012.

“Distribute” means to provide aopyof the speified documats by(1) pesonal
delivery, with a sighed reeipt of ©nfirmation; (2) frst-class mail with delivery
confirmaion or return ecept requested;3) facsimile with return onfirmation; or (4)
eledronic mail with eletronic raurn confimation.

“Person”means ay naturd person, panership, cgooration, assaation, trust, joint
venture, government, government agency, or other business or legal entity.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that Respondents shall not, without providing adea

written notification to the Commissn in the mannedescibed in this Rragraph I, diredly or
indirectly, acquie:

A.

Any stock, shareapital, guity, or other integst in anyPerson, cqorateor otherwse,
other than Cherlotte Pipe, that produces a manufactures Cast Iron Sal Pipe Producs
that aresold in or into the United States; or

Any assets that arused in, or tHavereused duringhe six(6) month peod prior to the
acquisition in the production or manufacture of Cast Iron Sal Pipe Produds tha are sdd
in or into theUnited Sttes.



Sad notification shdl be given on the Natification and Report Form sé forth in the Appendix to
Part 803 of Title 16 of the Cod¥ Federnl Regilations as amendgheein rderred to & “the
Notification”), and shall be gpaed and @mnsmitted in aardane with the rguirements of tha
part, except that noifing fee will be reuired foranysuch notification, notificgon shall be filed
with the Secriary of the Commission and a contempwmgaus copyvith the Bueau of






B.

(© A desaiption of any other action teken by Respondentsto compgy with
this Order.

Beginning twelve (12) morths after the dae this Order becomes final, and annudly
therafter on the aniversay of the dée this Ordebecoms final, for thenext five (5)
ke



VII.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that for the pyrose of deerminingor searing

compiance with this order, upon written request, each Respondent shdl permit any duy
authorized remsenttive of the Commission:

A.

Access,during office hours d such Respondent and in the presence of counsd, to dl
fadliti es and ecess to inspect and co@l books, ledgrs, &counts, orrespondence
memorandaand all otheremrds and dagments in the possession or underdbetrol
of sich Respondent related to comgdiance with this Order, which copying sevices slall
be providel by such Respondent tne requst of the authorized peesatative(s) ofthe
Commssion and at the expense oflsirespondent; and

Upon five 6) days’ notice to such Responaeand without restrat or interfeenc from
such Respondent, to interviefficers, diret¢ors, or emploges ofsuch Respondent, who
may have counsel present, regarding such maéters.

VI
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order shigerminate on Mayg, 2023.

By the Commis®n.



EXHIBIT A
[COMPANY LETTE RHEAD]






