UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20580

Office of the Secretary

January 9, 2012

Mark Horoschak, Esqg.

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice
One Wells Fargo Center, Suite 3500
301 South College Street

Charlotte, NC 28202

RE:  Austin Cardiology, FTC File No. 101-0040

nonpublic investigation to determine whether HCA'’ s acquisition of cardiology practicesin
Austin may violate Section 7 of the Clayton Act or Section 5 of the Federd Trade Commi ssion
Act.

Upon further review of this matter, it now appears that no further action is warranted by
the Commission at thistime. Accordingly, the investigation has been closed. Thisaction is not
to be construed as a ddermination that a violation maynot have occurred, just as the pendency

Donald S. Clark
Secretary



