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Visit the Commission Web site at 
http://www.ftc.gov to read this Notice 
and the news release describing it. The 
FTC Act and other laws that the 
Commission administers permit the 
collection of public comments to 
consider and use in this proceeding as 
appropriate. The Commission wicvm 740 5ments to 



13326 Federal Register / Vol. 77, No. 44 / Tuesday, March 6, 2012 / Notices 

buyers. Similarly, the Consent 
Agreement requires Fresenius to obtain 
the consent of all lessors necessary to 
assign the leases for the real property 
associated with the divested clinics to 
the buyers. These provisions ensure that 
each buyer will have the assets 
necessary to operate the divested clinics 
in a competitive manner. 

The Consent Agreement contains 
several additional provisions designed 
to ensure that the divestitures are 
successful. First, the Consent Agreement 
provides each buyer with the 
opportunity to interview and hire 
employees affiliated with the divested 
clinics and prevents Fresenius from 
offering these employees incentives to 
decline any buyer’s offer of 
employment. This will ensure that each 
buyer has access to patient care and 
supervisory staff who are familiar with 
the clinics’ patients and the local 
physicians. Second, the Consent 
Agreement prevents Fresenius from 
contracting with the medical directors 
(or their practice groups) affiliated with 
the divested clinics for three years. This 
provides each buyer with sufficient time 
to build goodwill and a working 
relationship with its medical directors 
before Fresenius can attempt to 
capitalize on its prior relationships in 
soliciting their services. Third, to ensure 
continuity of patient care and records as 
each buyer implements its quality care, 
billing, and supply systems, the Consent 
Agreement allows Fresenius to provide 
transition services for a period of 12 
months. Firewalls and confidentiality 
agreements have been established to 
ensure that competitively sensitive 
information is not exchanged. Fourth, 
the Consent Agreement requires 
Fresenius to provide each buyer with a 
license to use Fresenius’s policies, 
procedures, and medical protocols, as 
well as the option to obtain Fresenius’s 
medical protocols, which will further 
enhance the buyer’s ability to continue 
to care for patients in the clinics that 
will be divested. Finally, the Consent 
Agreement requires Fresenius to 
provide notice to the Commission prior 
to any acquisitions of dialysis clinics in 
the markets addressed by the Consent 
Agreement in order to ensure that 
subsequent acquisitions do not 
adversely impact competition in the 
markets at issue or undermine the 
remedial goals of the proposed order. 

The Commission is satisfied that New 
DSI is a qualified acquirer of the 
majority of the divested assets. New DSI 
is currently a significant operator of 
dialysis clinics, having been formed to 
acquire the divested assets resulting 
from the 2011 DaVita/DSI investigation. 
The company was formed by Frazier 

Healthcare, a firm with a dedicated 
focus on healthcare, and New Enterprise 
Associates, the world’s largest venture 
capital firm with over $10.5 billion 
under management. 

Similarly, the Commission is satisfied 
that AIP is a qualified acquirer of 
divested assets in Alaska. AIP is a 
limited liability company wholly-owned 
by Dr. Mary Dittrich, the divested 
clinic’s medical director, and Dr. 
William Dittrich. AIP has received 
financial support from Crystal Cascades 
LLC, an investment fund that manages 
$100 million. 

Finally, the Commission is satisfied 
that DRG is a qualified acquirer of 
divested assets in the Dallas, Texas area. 
DRG is an integrated care provider in 
Dallas, Texas with nine nephrologists 
on staff and whose nephrologists 
currently serve as the medical directors 
of these divested assets. DRG holds the 
majority ownership interest in the five 
Liberty clinics in Dallas that would be 
divested, and has a strong reputation in 
the Dallas area. 

The Commission has appointed 
Richard qua5hesemf 
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