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1 The comment must be accompanied by an 
explicit request for confidential treatment, 
including the factual and legal basis for the request, 
and must identify the specific portions of the 
comment to be withheld from the public record. 
The request will be granted or denied by the 
Commission’s General Counsel, consistent with 
applicable law and the public interest. See 
Commission Rule 4.9(c), 16 CFR 4.9(c). 

2 This continuous measurement represents the 
maximum per-channel power an amplifier can 
deliver over a five minute period. 

3 The three proposed alternatives were: (1) all 
channels associated as one group; (2) the front right 
and left channels and the center channel associated 

Continued 

: The Federal Trade 
Commission (‘‘FTC’’ or ‘‘Commission’’) 
requests public comment on its Trade 
Regulation Rule Relating to Power 
Output Claims for Amplifiers Utilized 
in Home Entertainment Products 
(‘‘Amplifier Rule’’ or ‘‘Rule’’). The 
Commission solicits comment as part of 
its systematic review of all current FTC 
rules and guides. 
DATES: Written comments relating to the 
Amplifier Rule review must be received 
by May 12, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Interested parties are 
invited to submit written comments 
relating to the Amplifier Rule review. 
To facilitate organization of comments, 
comments should refer to ‘‘Amplifier 
Rule Regulatory Review, 16 CFR Part 
432, Comment, Project No. P974222.’’ A 
comment filed in paper form should 
include this reference both in the text 
and on the envelope, and should be 
mailed or delivered to the following 
address: Federal Trade Commission/ 
Office of the Secretary, Room H-135 
(Annex E), 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20580. 
Comments containing confidential 
material must be filed in paper form, 
must be clearly labeled ‘‘Confidential,’’ 
and must comply with Commission 
Rule 4.9(c).1 The FTC is requesting that 
any comment filed in paper form be sent 

by courier or overnight service, if 
possible, because postal mail in the 
Washington area and at the Commission 
is subject to delay due to heightened 
security precautions. 

Comments filed in electronic form 
should be submitted by following the 
instructions on the web-based form at 
https://secure.commentworks.com/ftc- 
AmplifierRuleReview. To ensure that the 
Commission considers an electronic 
comment, you must file it on that web- 
based form. You may also visit http:// 
www.regulations.gov to read this notice, 
and may file an electronic comment 
through that website. The Commission 
will consider all comments that 
www.regulations.gov forwards to it. 

The FTC Act and other laws the 
Commission administers permit the 
collection of public comments to 
consider and use in this proceeding as 
appropriate. The Commission will 
consider all timely and responsive 
public comments that it receives, 
whether filed in paper or electronic 
form. Comments received will be 
available to the public on the FTC 
website, to the extent practicable, at 
http://www.ftc.gov. As a matter of 
discretion, the FTC makes every effort to 
remove individuals’ home contact 
information from the public comments 
it receives before placing those 
comments on the FTC website. To read 
our policy on how we handle the 
information you submit—including 
routine uses permitted by the Privacy 
Act—please review the FTC’s privacy 
policy, at http://www.ftc.gov/ftc/ 
privacy.shtm. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jock 
Chung, Attorney, 202-326-2984, 
Division of Enforcement, Bureau of 
Consumer Protection, Federal Trade 
Commission. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Background 
In response to misleading or 

confusing power distortion and other 
performance claims, the Commission 
issued the Amplifier Rule in 1974 to 
assist consumers purchasing power 
amplification equipment for home 
entertainment purposes by 
standardizing the measurement and 
disclosure of various amplifier 
performance characteristics (39 FR 
15387). The Rule establishes uniform 
test standards and disclosures to aid 
consumers in making meaningful 

comparisons of amplifier performance 
attributes. 

II. Regulatory Review of the Amplifier 
Rule 

The Commission reviews each of its 
rules and guides periodically to assess 
the rule’s or guide’s efficacy, costs, and 
benefits; and to determine whether to 
retain, modify, or rescind it. This notice 
commences the Commission’s review of 
the Amplifier Rule. 

A. General Areas of Interest for FTC 
Review 

As part of its review, the Commission 
seeks comment on a number of general 
issues, including the continuing need 
for the Rule and its economic impact. 
The Commission believes that this 
review is important to ensure that the 
Rule is appropriately responsive to 
changes in the marketplace. 

B. Specific Areas of Interest for FTC 
Review 

After its last revisions to the Rule in 
2000, the Commission issued a 
Supplemental Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (‘‘SNPR’’) soliciting 
comment on Commission proposals to 
amend the definition of ‘‘associated 
channels’’ in connection with the power 
rating testing of multichannel ‘‘home 
theater’’ amplifiers (65 FR 80798 
(2000)). Multichannel amplifiers 
incorporate five or more amplification 
channels and are designed to decode 
and/or amplify digitally encoded 
multichannel movie soundtracks or 
music. Section 432.2(a) of the Rule 
requires an amplifier’s continuous 
power output per channel to be 
‘‘[m]easured with all associated 
channels fully driven to rated per 
channel power.’’2 Thus, manufacturers 
of multichannel audio/video receivers 
and amplifiers must decide which of the 
five or more discrete channels of 
amplification are ‘‘associated’’ and, 
therefore, subject to simultaneous 
operation at full rated power. In its 
SNPR, the Commission solicited public 
comment on three alternative 
designations of ‘‘associated channels’’ 
for such audio amplifiers.3 
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