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the back of each piece of glass. The first
layer applied to the glass is a tin
solution, which is an adhesion promoter
so that the silver will bond to the glass.
After the tin solution, a silver solution
is applied, which creates a metal film on
the glass surface, giving the mirror its
reflective surface. The third step is to
apply a copper solution, which helps
keep the silver from oxidizing and
creates a surface to which the mirror
backing paint will adhere. Finally, the
mirror backing paint is applied. This
adds a hard coating that protects the
solutions from becoming scratched or
damaged and further protects the silver
solution from corrosion.

Both Lilly and Valspar produce all of
the components, other than glass,
necessary to make a mirror. The United
States mirror solutions and mirror
backing paint markets are highly
concentrated, and the proposed
acquisition would produce a firm
controlling over 90% of the mirror
solutions markets and over 60% of the
mirror backing paint market. Both
companies have frequently competed
against each other for customers. By
eliminating competition between the
two most significant competitors in
these highly concentrated markets, the
proposed acquisition would allow the
combined firm to exercise market power
unilaterally, thereby increasing the
likelihood that purchasers of mirror
solutions as well as mirror backing paint
would be forced to pay higher prices
and that innovation and service levels
in these markets would decrease.

Significant impediments to new entry
exist in the mirror solutions and mirror
backing paint markets. A new entrant
into any of these markets would need to
undertake the difficult, expensive and
time-consuming process of developing a
competitive product, establishing
reliable U.S. distribution and technical
support, and developing a reputation
among mirror manufacturers for
consistently producing a high-quality
product. Because of the difficulty of
accomplishing these tasks, new entry
into either the mirror solutions markets
or the mirror backing paint market
could not be accomplished in a timely
manner. Additionally, new entry into
any one of these markets is made more
unlikely because of the limited sales
opportunities available to new entrants.

The Consent Agreement effectively
remedies the acquisition’s
anticompetitive effects in the United
States mirror solutions and mirror
backing paint markets by requiring
Valspar to divest its mirror coatings
business. Pursuant to the Consent
Agreement, Valspar is required to divest
its mirror coatings business to Spraylat

Corporation within ten days of the date
the Commission places the Order on the
public record. Should Valspar fail to do
so, the Commission may appoint a
trustee to divest the business.

The Commission’s goal in evaluating
possible purchasers of divested assets is
to maintain the competitive
environment that existed prior to the
acquisition. A proposed buyer of
divested assets must not itself present
competitive problems. The Commission
is satisfied that Spraylat is a well-
qualified acquirer of the divested assets.
Based in Mount Vernon, New York,
Spraylat is a family owned company
that manufactures and sells specialty
paints and coatings for industrial uses.
Spraylat possesses the necessary
industry expertise to replace the
competition that existed prior to the
proposed acquisition. Furthermore,
Spraylat poses no separate competitive
issues as the acquirer of the divested
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