
Douglas G. Aspros, DVM, is President of the 
American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA). 
He has practiced small animal medicine in New 
York since his 1975 graduation from the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University. Dr. Aspros 
is also a partner at Bond Animal Hospital in White 
Plains, NY, and Pound Ridge Veterinary Center in 
Pound Ridge, NY. Before becoming AVMA president, 
Dr. Aspros served six years on the AVMA Council on 
Education, and is active in local and state veterinary 
organizations. In 1985, Dr. Aspros was the Þ rst 
veterinarian in New York to be appointed president 
of a county board of health. He has served as 
Westchester County’s board of health president since 
1994, directing initiatives on both emerging threats 
and core public health programs. Dr. Aspros has also 
served on Cornell’s College Advisory Board and the 
Cornell Council.

Robert D. Atkinson, Ph.D., is the President of 
Information Technology and Innovation (ITIF), a 
non-partisan research and educational institute that 
seeks to devise and foster public policies to advance 
technological innovation and productivity.  Before 
coming to ITIF, Atkinson was the Vice President 
of the Progressive Policy Institute and Director 
of PPI’s Technology & New Economy Project. Dr. 
Atkinson is the author of Innovation Economics: The 
Race for Global Advantage (Yale, 2012) and The Past 
and Future of America’s Economy: Long Waves of 
Innovation that Power Cycle of Growth (Edward Elgar, 
2005). He received his Ph.D. in city and regional 
planning from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill in 1989.

Andrew J. Bane, Ph.D., is COO of VetSource, Inc., 
a Vet-VIPPS accredited, outsourced veterinary home 
delivery pharmacy and technology services company 

in Portland, Oregon.  As a member of the founding 
team of VetSource, Dr. Bane has been involved in 
shaping the strategic direction of VetSource and 
has held many positions in the company since its 
inception in 2005.  He has previously served as 
COO for Scott Barber, Inc., as Director of Clinical 
Operations for Pharmatech, Inc., and was co-founder 
of Premier Veterinary Hospitals, Inc.  Dr. Bane earned 



several years at the FTC, where he served as Attorney 
Advisor to Commissioner William Kovacic, and Acting 
Director of the FTC’s O�¥  ce of Policy Planning. Before 
coming to the FTC, Dr. Cooper worked in the antitrust 
group at Crowell & Moring LLP in Washington, 
DC.  Dr. Cooper’s research has appeared in various 
publications. He has a Ph.D. in Economics from 
Emory University and a J.D. from George Mason 
University School of Law, where he was a Levy Fellow 
and a member of the George Mason Law Review. 

Mark Cushing is the Founding Partner of the Animal 
Policy Group, where he focuses his advocacy practice 
on providing high-level strategic advice and services 
to clients with needs at any level of government 
and to key trade/industry associations in the US, 
Canada, and Mexico.  Mr. Cushing is the Chair of the 
Government Relations and Public Policy Practice 
and also a partner at Tonkon Torp LLP. Since 2004, 
Mr. Cushing has specialized in animal health, animal 



made signiÞ cant contributions to the Commission’s 
research and policy activities in the areas of 
telecommunications, including broadband Internet 
access, and mortgage disclosure reform, among 
others. Grengs earned his JD from the University of 
Minnesota Law School and his BA in Economics and 
Political Science from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.

Wendy Hauser, DVM, is the Managing DVM of Coal 
Creek Veterinary Hospital in Centennial, Colorado.  
A 1988 graduate of the Oklahoma State University 
College of Veterinary Medicine, Dr. Hauser has 
practiced in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Colorado.  
In 1997 she founded Coal Creek Veterinary Hospital, 
and continues to manage medical policy and hospital 
direction after selling the business to a national 
corporation in 2008. Dr. Hauser is active in a number 
of professional associations, such as the AAHA 
NABA Business Group Task Force, a special task force 
convened to organize and introduce the concept 
of small business groups to AAHA membership, 
and the North American Business Association, an 
independent, by-invitation veterinary business group.  
Dr. Hauser has published articles in Feline Practice 



licensing agreements.  Ms. Jex is a graduate of 
Williams College and earned her JD from Georgetown 
University Law Center.

Gregg Jones is the Compliance Manager for 
the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy 
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specialty practice of pharmacy compounding.  
Before coming to IACP, Mr. Miller was the Director of 
Pharmacy A�¡ airs at Merck, where he was responsible 
for corporate relations with the profession at the 
national and state level as well as with the academic 
community. Mr. Miller also previously served as 
the Director of Professional A�¡ airs at the National 
Community Pharmacists Association, and was 
Executive Director for the Maryland Pharmacists 
Association.  Mr. Miller received his B.S. in 1985 from 



Nate Smith is currently the Vice President of 
Business Development at Nu Skin Enterprises. 
Previously, from 2004 to 2010, Mr. Smith was the 
Senior Director of Grocery Strategy at Walmart 
Stores, Inc. While at Walmart, Mr. Smith helped 
develop pet department strategy and launched new 
initiatives related to pet medications. Prior to his 
employment at Walmart, Mr. Smith was with NuSkin 
as the Director of Business Development. Mr. Smith 
earned his MBA from the University of Virginia’s 
Darden Business School, and a BS in economics from 
Utah State University.

Clinton Vranian is Vice President and General 
Counsel for Novartis Animal Health US, Inc., the 
animal health a�¥  liate of Novartis AG.  Prior to joining 
Novartis in 2006, Mr. Vranian worked with law Þ rms 
in North Carolina and Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, where his 
practice focused on antitrust and trade practice.  Mr. 
Vranian graduated from Emory and Henry College 
and the University Of Richmond School Of Law and 
received an MBA from Duke University.

Link V. Welborn, DVM, is a practicing veterinarian 
who is board certiÞ ed in canine and feline practice.  
Dr. Welborn owns four small animal hospitals in 
Tampa, Florida, all of which are accredited by the 
American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA).   He 
is past president of the AAHA and currently serves as 
the AAHA Delegate to the AVMA House of Delegates.  
Dr. Welborn is also Chair of the AVMA Economics 
Strategy Committee and AVMA Workforce Advisory 
Group.  He earned his undergraduate degree from 
the University of South Florida and is a graduate 
of the University of Florida College of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

Stephanie A. Wilkinson is an Attorney Advisor in 
the FTC’s O�¥  ce of Policy Planning, where she has 
worked on competition and consumer protection 
issues in healthcare markets.  Ms. Wilkinson joined 
the FTC in 2001, and before joining OPd(fm1 of )]TJ
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