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Did the Rx Release Affect 
Prices?  Methodology 
• Has the price gap between online and offline prices 

changed between Fall 2004 and  Spring 2007? 

• Data for prices of most popular lenses from most online 
firms and sample of Northern Virginia ECPs from a 



Did the Rx Release Affect 
Prices?  Results 
• Average difference in price gap is statistically 

indistinguishable from zero. 

• On average, optical chains have raised their 
prices relative to online prices. 

• Some evidence that warehouse clubs have 
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Limited Distribution Strategies 

• FTC Contact Lens Report and Cooper 




