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Section 21 is the hardest part of United States antitrust law.  It is analagous to the calls 
made near the end of American football games.  Trailing by 4 points with the ball at the 
50 yard line and 30 seconds to go, the quarterback for one team – think of it as a small 
firm - arches a long pass to the end zone.  The receiver and defensive back, who plays for 
the team you can think of as the dominant firm, jump for the ball and collide.  The ball 
falls to the ground.  The referee – think of him as the antitrust authorities or the courts -  
has to decide whether the defender was or was not within the rules.  The decision almost 
surely determines the outcome of the game.   
 
For visitors from Europe not familiar with American football, similar situations arise in 
what you and the rest of the world call football.  With the score 1-nil in the 89th minute, 
the striker for one team – again, think of it as the small firm - seems to have a break-away 
in the box, but the opposing sweeper is able to 








