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commitment to stop the most problematic business practices relating to its search and 

search advertising business.   

On the patent issue, by a 4-1 vote, a bipartisan majority of the Commission orders 

Google to stop seeking to exclude competitors using essential patents that Motorola, 

which Google later purchased, had first promised, but then refused, to license on fair and 

reasonable terms.  These essential patents and others like them are the cornerstone of the 

system of interoperability standards that ensure that wireless internet devices and mobile 

phones can talk to one another.  Over half of American consumers own and use one of 

these devices ï including iPhones, Android phones, and Xboxes.  Todayôs action by the 

Commission ensures that competition continues to work for the benefit of American 
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patents in the future.  Todayôs landmark enforcement action will set a template for 

resolution of SEP licensing disputes across many industries, and builds on more than 15 

years of work at the FTC ï from patent reports to workshops to enforcement actions like 

this one ï aimed at protecting the integrity of the patent system.   

Todayôs action makes clear that commitments to make patents available on 

reasonable terms matter, and that companies cannot make those commitments when it 

suits them ï that is, to have their patents included in a standard and then behave 

opportunistically later, once the standard is in place and those relying on it are vulnerable 

to extortion.   Todayôs Commission action will also relieve companies of some of the 

costly and inefficient burden of hoarding patents for purely defensive purposes, savings 

that we hope can be invested in job-creating research and development.   

Before we turn to the Commissionôs investigation of Googleôs search and search 

advertising practices, let me say a few words about the Commissionôs Section 5 

authority, which was the statutory basis for our challenge to Googleôs unfair conduct 

related to standard-essential patents.  When Congress created this agency in 1914, it 

endowed the Commission with a unique combination of broad jurisdiction and limited 

remedies.  Our Section 5 authority reaches beyond the antitrust laws to prohibit ñunfair 

methods of competition,ò but as a counter-balance, Congress also restricted the remedies 

the Commission could seek.  We canôt impose fines and we donôt put malefactors in jail.   
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