
 Committee on Appropriations, United States Senate, Report 111-43, on the Financial1

Services and General Government Appropriations Bill, 2010, S. 1432, at 85 (July 9, 2009),
available at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_reports&docid=f:sr043.1
11.pdf.  As the Commission noted in previous reports to the Appropriations Committees,
because this is a public report, it is drafted to exclude sensitive details of ongoing investigations,
which the Commission is prohibited by law from revealing.

 The Commission issued this Rule under the authority of Section 811 of the Energy2

Independence and Security Act of 2007, Pub. L. No. 110-140.

REPORTING PERIOD JANUARY-JUNE 2010

The Federal Trade Commission (“Commission” or “FTC”) is pleased to submit this
report to the Congressional Appropriations Committees (“the Committees”) in response to the
Report of the Senate Committee on Appropriations on the Financial Services and General
Government Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 2010.  That Report expressed the Committee’s
coBT
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titive behavior in the oil and

natural gas industries,” encouraged the FTC “to continue its investigations and other activiti es
related to these concerns,” and directed the agency “to keep the Committee apprised of f indings
made regarding fuel prices, as well as other planned activities and investigations regarding the
oil and gas industries.”

1

The Commission’s significant activities involving petroleum and natural gas during the
fi rst half  of calendar 2010 demonstrate that protecting American consumers from potentially
anticompetitive practices in the energy sector remains one of our most important responsibilities. 
The Commission continued to pay very close attention to the energy sector during this six-month
period.  After the agency’s Final Rule against manipulation in wholesale markets for crude oil,
gasoline, or petroleum distillates took effect in November 2009, the staff has received and

2

closely examined 10 communications from the public regarding the Market Manipulation Rule. 
In addition, the FTC and its staff  also continued to focus on mergers and acquisitions, possible
anticompetitive conduct, and other activities involving pricing or competition in the petroleum
and natural gas industries.  The Commission expects its vigorous activity to continue throughout



http://www.ftc.gov/os/2009/11/091113mmrguide.pdf


 The Commission’s activities involving oil and natural gas also have included the6

examination of possibly anticompetitive conduct by firms in those industries, including a

http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2010/06/flying.shtm


 See 8 http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/alerts/alt058.shtm.

 The Commission’s 2009 ethanol report, available at9

http://www.ftc.gov/os/2009/12/091201ethanolreport.pdf, concluded that the dynamics of the
industry in 2009 – including a continuing “industry trend toward less concentration,”  an increase
in ethanol production capacity, potential entry by new firms, and the availability of ethanol
imports – “make it extremely unlikely that a single ethanol producer or marketer or a small
group of such firms could wield sufficient market power to successfully engage in price-fixing
or other anticompetitive behavior.”

A number of reports prepared by the FTC or its staff that predate the period covered by
the current report to Congress also demonstrate the Commission’s commitment to delving
deeply into key competition and consumer issues in the energy sector and sharing its expertise
with Congress and the public.  See, e.g., FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION tor00 ATD
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http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/alerts/alt058.shtm
http://www.ftc.gov/os/2009/12/091201ethanolreport.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/reports/gasprices06/P040101Gas06increase.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/reports/gasprices05/050705gaspricesrpt.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/os/2004/08/040813mergersinpetrolberpt.pdf
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