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In 1998, about a quarter of surveyed eighth graders, two-fifths of tenth graders, and half of all twelfth graders reported use of alcohol one or more
times in the past month (Fig. 1).(1) Underage alcohol use today is lower than it was in 1980, when 72 percent of twelfth graders reported
past-month alcohol use.(2) Monthly alcohol use by twelfth graders decreased from 1980 until approximately 1993, when it reached a low of 48.6
percent, but has risen slightly since then to 52 percent.(3)

Binge drinking -- defined as five or more drinks on a single occasion -- is one measure of heavy alcohol use. In 1998, approximately one eighth of

eighth graders, one quarter of tenth graders and one third of twelfth graders binged in the two weeks prior to being surveyed.(4) Teen binge trends

have followed trends similar to those of teen alcohol use ge@@rally. Teen binge drinking rates hit a high point-6.4(nh)- TD .0092 scn(d)-D .0092 sc.0092 ,8(1)-7.
more twelfth graders report binging on beer than on distilled spirits.(14)
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