
TITLE 15 -- COMMERCE AND TRADE

CHAPTER 36 – CIGARETTE LABELING AND ADVERTISING 

§ 1331.  Congressional declaration of policy and purpose

It is the policy of the Congress, and the purpose of this chapter, to establish a comprehensive
Federal Program to deal with cigarette labeling and advertising with respect to any relationship
between smoking and health, whereby--

(1)  the public may be adequately informed about any adverse health effects of cigarette
smoking by inclusion of warning notices on each package of cigarettes and in each
advertisement of cigarettes; and
(2)  commerce and the national economy may be (A) protected to the maximum extent
consistent with this declared policy and (B) not impeded by diverse, nonuniform, and
confusing cigarette labeling and advertising regulations with respect to any relationship
between smoking and health.

§ 1332.  Definitions

As used in this chapter --
(1)  The term "cigarette" means--

(A)  any roll of tobacco wrapped in paper or in any substance not containing tobacco, and
(B)  any roll of tobacco wrapped in any substance containing tobacco which, because of
its appearance, the type of tobacco used in the filler, or its packaging and labeling, is
likely to be offered to, or purchased by, consumers as a cigarette described in
subparagraph (



meaning of subsection (1)) and as to which one thousand units weigh not more than three
pounds.

(8)  The term "brand style" means a variety of cigarettes distinguished by the tobacco used,
tar and nicotine content, flavoring used, size of the cigarette, filtration on the cigarette, or
packaging.

(9)  The term "Secretary" means the Secretary of Health and Human Services.

§ 1333.  Labeling; requirements; conspicuous statement

(a) Required warnings; packages; advertisements; billboards

(1)  It shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, package, or import for sale or
distribution within the United States any cigarettes the package of which fails to bear, in
accordance with the requirements of this section, one of the following labels:

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease,
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy.
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking Now Greatly Reduces Serious
Risks to Your Health.
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight.
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide.

(2)  It shall be unlawful for any manufacturer or importer of cigarettes to advertise or cause to
be advertised (other than through the use of outdoor billboards) within the United States any
cigarette unless the advertising bears, in accordance with the requirements of this section, one of
the following labels:

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease,
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy.
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking Now Greatly Reduces Serious
Risks to Your Health.
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight.
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide.

(3)  It shall be unlawful for any manufacturer or importer of cigarettes to advertise or cause to
be advertised within the United States through the use of outdoor billboards any cigarette unless
the advertising bears, in accordance with the requirements of this section, one of the following
labels:

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, And
Emphysema.
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking Now Greatly Reduces Serious
Health Risks.
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Pregnant Women Who Smoke Risk Fetal Injury And
Premature Birth.
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide.





requirements of clause (i).

If an application is approved by the Commission, the label rotation described in subparagraph (C)
shall apply with respect to the applicant during the one-year period beginning on the date of the
application approval.

  (B)  An applicant under subparagraph (A) shall include in its application a plan under which
the label statements specified in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) will be rotated by



the ingredients.  A person or group of person required to provide a list by this subsection may
designate an individual or entity to provide the list required by this subsection.

(b) (1)  At such times as the Secretary considers appropriate, the Secretary shall transmit to
the Congress a report, based on the information provided under subsection (a), respecting--

(A)  a summary of research activities and proposed research activities on the health
effects of ingredients added to tobacco in the manufacture of cigarettes and the findings
of such research;
(B)  information pertaining to any such ingredient which in the judgement [sic] of the
Secretary poses a health risk to cigarette smokers; and
(C)  any other information which the Secretary determines to be in the public interest.

 (2) (A)  Any information provided to the Secretary under subsection (a) of this section shall
be tre





(b)  Interagency Committee on Smoking and Health; composition; chairman;
compensation; staffing and other assistance

(1)  To carry out the activities described in paragraphs (2) and (3) of subsection (a) of this
section there is established an Interagency Committee on Smoking and Health. The Committee
shall be composed of--

(A)  members appointed by the Secretary from appropriate institutes and agencies of the
Department, which may include the National Cancer Institute, the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute, the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, the National
Institute on Drug Abuse, the Health Resources and Services Administration, and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention;
(B)  at least one member appointed from the Federal Trade Commission, the Department of
Education, the Department of Labor, and any other Federal agency designated by the
Secretary, the appointment of whom shall be made by the head of the entity from which the
member is appointed; and
(C)  five members appointed by the Secretary from physicians and scientists who represent
private entities involved in informing the public about the health effects of smoking.

The Secretary shall designate the chairman of the Committee.
(2)  While away from their homes or regular places of business in the performance of services

for the Committee, members of the Committee shall be allowed travel expenses, including per
diem in lieu of subsistance [sic], in the manner provided by sections 5702 and 5703 of title 5.

(3)  The Secretary shall make available to the Committee such staff, information, and other
assistance as it may require to carry out its activities effectively.

(c)  Report to Congress; contents

The Secretary shall transmit a report to Congress not later than January 1, 1986, and
biennially thereafter which shall contain--

(1)  an overview and assessment of Federal activities undertaken to inform the public of the
health consequences of smoking and the extent of public knowledge of such consequences,
(2)  a description of the Secretary's and Committee's activities under subsection (a) of this
section,
(3)  information regarding the activities of the private sector tak hmber h;

section,
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