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2017 Prescriber Supply and Practice Modality  

• There are approximately 42,900 US optometrists & 16,700 
ophthalmologists  

• Roughly 12,500 ODs are affiliated with optical retail chains (11,300 
locations); most do not sell contact lenses or eye glasses. * 

• Nearly 26,000 ODs are involved in private practice (24,000 locations) and 
typically sell contact lenses and eyeglasses.  
 
 

• Prescriber owned chains (e.g., Vision Source, My Eye Dr., Eye Care Partners, Ossip, 
TSO, Today’s Vision) are considered “private practice” and are not included in the 
optical chain location count.   



Changes in the supply of optometrists and 
eyewear retail locations 
• 1975 – 20,000 active ODs, 85% self-employed, with most of the the 

rest employed by other ODs.   
• ODs performed 29 million eye exams, 57% of the 51 million total. 

• 1986 – 24,500 active ODs, 73% in private practice 
• 2003 – 22,500 independent prescribers selling CLs; approximately 

16,500 other retail locations  
• 2012 – 40,000 ODs in active practice - 22,800 (57%) independent; 

9600 (24%) in affiliation with optical chains; 18,000 ophthalmologists 
• ODs performed 88 million refractive eye exams (of 104 million) 

 

 
 
 
 



Practice Formats for Chain-Affiliated Doctors 

• Independent Contractor – typically an optometrist (but may be a physician) with 
a sublease or license agreement for an equipped office (may be more than one) 
co-located with an optical retailer 

• Most sublease and license agreements specify that the prescriber will not sell eyewear.  
Some allow the prescriber to sell contact lenses. 

•

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A significant number of ODs may be affiliated with an optical chain and also work with a private practice OD or an MD. �
The largest optical chains have roughly 10,000 locations with at least one optometrist at almost all locations.  (Some lower volume locations have a part-time OD; higher volume locations may have 3-4 FTE ODs. )

I do not include Vision Source, My Eye Dr., EyeCare Partners, Ossip, TSO, Today’s Vision or MD-affiliated chains in the optical chain location count, as I consider those to be Independent ODs or MDs working together with a shared brand under an alliance of some sort (franchise, management service agreement, etc.).










Contact Lens Price Ranges by Sales Channel 
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Contact Lens Price Ranges by Sales Channel: Dailies 
  


