FTC ConferenceExpenses in FY 209

In September 2011hé¢ Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issuglininating Excess
Conference Spending and Promoting Efficiency in GoverhiiM+11-35), instructing agencies to

review their policies and internabntrols for conferenceelated activities and expensel May

2012, OMB issuedPromoting Efficient Spending to Support Agency Operat{@iB M-12-12),

instructing agencies to initiate seniewel review of all planned conferences and selsvel

appoval for all future conferences for which net expenses by the agency would exceed $100,000.
This memorandum prohibited expenses in excess of $500,000 on a single conference without a
waiver and required agencies to report publicly on all agspoysoredconferences with net
expenses in excess of $100,080dLQVWUXFWHG DJHQFLHV WR SHQVXUH WKDW
unnecessary or inappropriate purposes and that all conference expenses and activities comply with
both Federal Travel Regulation (FYBnd Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) requirements on
ORGJLQJ IRRG DQG EHYHUDJHV SHU GLHP UHLPEXUVHPHQW D

In November 2016, OMBssued Amending OMB Memorandum -02-12, Promoting Efficient
Spending to Supportg&ncy OperationfOMB M-17-08), requiring agencies tensure that all
conference expenses and activities comply with the FTR and FAR requirements on lodging, food
and beverages, per diem reimbursement, contracting of goods and seMid&s08 also required
agencies to ensuithat conference attendance and expenses are appropriate to the purpose of the
conference and the mission of the agemndto report on conference expenses on a dedicated place

on their official website by Janna31% of each year, including a description of all agespgnsored
conferences from the previous fiscal year where the net expenses for the agency associated with the
conference were in excess of $100,000.

Guidance contained in OMB 12-
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the world, asthe United States oAmericay Yommerce is increasingly global in nature. Because
American businesses and consumers buy products produced abroad, mergers and business practices th
originate overseasften imp@ct American consumers. The FT@osts, sponsorsand pays for its
employees to participate in international conferences phainote sound approaches to common
problems by building relationships with sister agencies around the world. These effortsdosistent
outcomes in antitrust investigations, especially regarding international mergers, and take advantage of
the tools provided by thg.S. SAFE WEB Acto strengthen the ability dhe FTC to fight croskorder

fraud that harmsAmerican consumers by sharing information with foreign law enforcement
counterpartsin FY 2019, FTC employees sponsored, attended, or spoke at confened8asountries

Examples ofconference hosted byhe FTC or attended by its employ@e$Y 2019 include:
International Competition Network (ICN) Annual Conference
International Consumer Protection & Enforcement Network (ICPEN) Annual Conference
Organization for Economic Cooperati@hDevelopment (OECPConference
Western Economic Association InternatioQMEAI) Annual Conference
International Conferenaen Data Protection & Privacy Commissioners (ICDPPC)
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Conference
USENIX Security Symposium
Common Groundonference

Data Source The FY 2019 travel dataset forth abovas extracted | UR P ) 7ERftNavel system
consistent withthe OMB and FTRdefinitions Rl 3SFRQIHUHQFH ~
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http://www.ftc.gov/reports/ussafeweb/USSAFEWEB.pdf

