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Dear Mr. Burr:

Thank you for the comment
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Stewartin the first place The Commission determined, hewver, that the acquisition violated
antitrust law in only a limiteshumber of the overall markets in which SCI and Sr¢wperated
Under such circumstancasd given the nature of the businesses involved, the Commasmn
determinedhat divestiture of assets the relevant markets would adequately remedy tha-viol
tion, rather than acting to block the entire transaction.

Second, gu claim that the Ordedloes not protect the Jewish community in connection
with SCI's acquisitiorof Stewart asseis the DC Metro/Maryland market. h€ Commission
considered this issucludingthe comments received when the Commissionegpldlce consent
agreement on the public record, and determined to issue the Order without modification. Both
the Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater Washington and the Jewish Comeiunity R
lations Council of Greater Washington, who commented ordheent agreemersiipport the
remedy

Third, someof the specific objectionsmentioned in your commenppear to sterfrom
an unfortunatdamily dispute over the dispdgin of your father'semains. Sucha dispute can-
not be resolved by the Commission, and niigsesolved bythefamily menbersor other inte-
ested partiesYou also express concethat the sale to NorthStar would involve an illegal sale
of a body and that NorthStar mbg leftwith potentialliability to your famly. The buying and
selling of funeral homedoes ngthowever, constitutthe illegal sale of bodieand the question
of any liability, and indemnification, is a matter for resolutiontbg buyer and seller

Finally, your comment alsolaims that SCl charges high pres andnay have engaged in
pricefixing. In addition, you assetttat SCI hawiolated the Commission’s Funeral Ryilée-
gally acquired another comparoperated a business without a properly registered fictitious
business name, and colluded with others



