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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

BEFORE THE 
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1. Respondent Professional Skaters Association, Inc., is a non-profit corporation organized, 

existing, and doing business under, and by virtue of, the laws of the State of Minnesota, 
with its office and principal place of business located at 3006 Allegro Park SW, 
Rochester, Minnesota  55902. 
 

2. The Federal Trade Commission has jurisdiction of the subject matter of this proceeding 
and of the Respondent, and the proceeding is in the public interest. 

 
ORDER 

 
I.  

 
 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that, as used in this Order, t he following definitions shall 
apply: 
  
A. “Respondent” or “PSA” means Professional Skaters Association, Inc., its directors, 

boards, officers, employees, agents, representatives, councils, committees, foundations, 
divisions, successors, and assigns. 
 

B. “Antitrust Compliance Officer” means a person appointed under Paragraph IV.A. of this 
Order. 
 

C. “Antitrust Counsel” means a lawyer admitted to practice law in Federal court or in the 
highest court of any State or Territory of the United States. 
 

D. “Antitrust Laws” means the Federal Trade Commission Act, as amended, 15 U.S.C. § 41 
et seq., the Sherman Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1 et seq., and the Clayton Act, 15 U.S.C. § 12 et. 
seq. 
 

E. “Code of Ethics” means a statement setting forth the principles, values, standards, or 
rules of behavior that guide the conduct of an organization and its members. 
 

F. “FTC Settlement Statement” means the statement attached to this Order as Appendix A. 
 

G. “Member” means a member of PSA, including any full, associate, family, patron, basic, 
and intern member. 

 
H. “Organization Documents” means any documents relating to the governance, 

management, or direction of the relevant organization, including, but not limited to, 
bylaws, rules, regulations, Codes of Ethics, policy statements, interpretations, 
commentaries, guidelines, or educational materials. 
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I. “Performing” means skating or preparing to skate at an arena in a test, competition, or 
exhibition, and includes meetings with coaches, locker room time, practice skating, and 
warmup skating. 
 

J. “Regulating” means (1) adopting, maintaining, recommending, or encouraging that 
Members follow any rule, regulation, interpretation, ethical ruling, policy, commentary, 
or guideline; (2) taking or threatening to take formal or informal disciplinary action; or 
(3) conducting formal or informal investigations or inquiries. 
 

K. “Skating Organizations” means (1) Ice Skating Institute, 6000 Custer Rd., Bldg. 9, Plano, 
Texas  75023 and (2) U. S. Figure Skating Association, 20 First Street, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado  80906. 

 
II.  

 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that  Respondent, directly or indirectly, or through any 
corporate or other device, in or in connection with Respondent’s activities as a professional 
association in or affecting commerce, as “commerce” is defined in Section 4 of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act, 15 U.S.C. § 44, do forthwith cease and desist from: 
 
A. Regulating, restricting, restraining, impeding, declaring unethical or unprofessional, 

interfering with or advising against: 
 

1. Solicitation of coaching work by any Member, through any legal means, directly 
or indirectly, including but not limited to adoption or maintenance of any Code of 
Ethics or practice that restricts any coach from: 

 
(a) Making statements about the comparative desirability of offered coaching 

services or claiming or implying unusual, unique, or one-of-a-kind 
coaching abilities; 
 

(b) Engaging in any solicitation of business from actual or prospective 
students or the parents of such students or offering coaching services to a 
student or parent of a student receiving services from another coach; 
 

(c) Providing coaching services without first determining the nature and 
extent of any earlier teaching relationship with the skater and other 
coaches or contacting the current coach; and 
 

(d) Contacting a student or parent of a student receiving services from another 
coach to offer coaching services. 
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Provided, however, that nothing in this Paragraph II.A. shall prohibit Respondent 
from adopting and enforcing reasonable principles, rules, guidelines, or policies 
governing the conduct of its Members with respect to (i) representations that 
Respondent reasonably believes would be false or deceptive within the meaning 
of Section 5 of the Federal Trade Commission Act, (ii) prevention of sexual and 
physical abuse of children, or (iii) in-person solicitation of a skater actively 
engaged in a lesson or Performing. 

 
2. Price competition by any Member, including, but not limited to, restraining any 

person from offering free lessons when soliciting business. 
 
B. Adopting or maintaining any Code of Ethics or practice that restricts or attempts to 

restrict any non-Member from talking to, convincing, or requiring students or parents of 
such students to switch from one coach to another. 
  

C. With respect to any other organization: 
 

1. Encouraging or assisting such organization to adopt or maintain any Code of 
Ethics or practice that would violate Paragraph II.A. or B. of this Order if adopted 
by Respondent, and 
 

2. Enforcing or investigating on behalf of such organization a violation of a Code of 
Ethics that would violate Paragraph II.A. or B. of this Order if enforced or 
investigated by Respondent on its own behalf. 

 
III.  

 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that : 

 
A. No later than thirty (30) days from the date this Order is issued, Respondent shall: 

 
1. Post and maintain for five (5) years on the Ethics page of PSA’s website the 

following items: 
 

(a) An announcement that states “PSA agreed to change its Code of Ethics 
and will not adopt, encourage its members to follow, or enforce any Code 
of Ethics provision relating to solicitation of coaching work that does not 
comply with the FTC Consent Order,” 
 

(b) 
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2. Distribute electronically or by other means a copy of 
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VIII. 

 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order shall terminate  on February 13, 2035. 
 

By the Commission. 
 
  
      Donald S. Clark 
      Secretary 
SEAL: 
ISSUED:  February 13, 2015 
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APPENDIX A  
 

[Letterhead of PSA] 
 
Dear Member: 
 
As you may know, the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) conducted an investigation 
concerning the provision in PSA’s Code of Ethics that stated:  
 

No member shall in any case solicit pupils of another member, directly or indirectly, or 
through third parties. 

 
The FTC alleges that this provision in the Code of Ethics violates the Federal Trade Commission 
Act because it unnecessarily restricts members of PSA from competing for pupils, thereby 
depriving pupils of the benefits of competition among skating coaches.  The FTC also alleges 
that PSA guidelines state it is unethical for members to give free lessons is an illegal restriction 
on price competition. 
 
To end the investigation expeditiously and to avoid disruption to its core functions, PSA 
voluntarily agreed, without admitting any violation of the law, to the entry of a Consent 
Agreement and a Decision and Order by the Federal Trade Commission.  As a result, PSA will 
eliminate the above provision from its Code of Ethics and other organizational documents and 
implement an antitrust compliance program. 
 
In general, the FTC has prohibited PSA from maintaining bylaws, code of ethics, operational 
 PSA 

http://www.ftc.gov/

