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Attorneys for Plaintiff 

 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

DISTRICT OF ARIZONA  
 

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION , 
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
STEPPING STONEZ 
DEVELOPMENT, LLC, also doing 
business as American Certification 
Specialists;  
 
INTENTIONAL GROWTH, LLC; and  
 
STEPHEN J. REMLEY,  
 
 Defendants. 

Case No. 
 
COMPLAINT FOR PERMANENT 
INJUNCTION AND OTHER 
EQUITABLE RELIEF 

 
 Plaintiff, the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”), for its Complaint alleges: 

1. The FTC brings this action under Section 13(b) of the Federal Trade Commission Act 

(“FTC Act”), 15 U.S.C. § 53(b), to obtain temporary, preliminary, and permanent 

injunctive relief, rescission or reformation of contracts, restitution, the refund of monies 
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alone or in concert with others, Stepping Stonez has advertised, marketed, distributed, or 

sold fake high school diplomas to consumers throughout the United States. 

7. Intentional Growth, LLC (“Intentional Growth”) is an Arizona limited liability company 

with its principal place of business at 6774 E. Gelding Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254.  

Intentional Growth also has used mailing addresses at 7017 Kalanianaole Highway, 

Honolulu, HI 96825.  Intentional Growth transacts or has transacted business in this 

district and throughout the United States.  At times material to this Complaint, acting 

alone or in concert with others, Intentional Growth has advertised, marketed, distributed, 

or sold fake high school diplomas to consumers throughout the United States. 

8. Defendant Stephen J. Remley is the principal and owner of Defendants Stepping Stonez 

and Intentional Growth.  Remley 
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below through an interrelated network of companies that have common ownership, 

managers, business functions, and that commingle funds.  Because these Corporate 

Defendants have operated as a common enterprise, each of them is jointly and severally 

liable for the acts and practices alleged below.  Defendant Remley has formulated, 

directed, controlled, had the authority to control, or participated in the acts and practices 

of the Corporate Defendants that constitute the common enterprise.  

COMMERCE  

10. At all times material to this Complaint, Defendants have maintained a substantial course 

of trade in or affecting commerce, as “commerce” is defined in Section 4 of the FTC Act, 

15 U.S.C. § 44.  

DEFENDANT’S BUSINESS PRACTICES 

11. Since at least 2004, Defendants have operated several fraudulent online “high schools” 

that sell fake high school diplomas to consumers nationwide.  Defendants’ websites 

market to consumers, promoting programs bearing names such as “Aberdeen Academy,” 

“Auburn Canyon High School,” “Glacier Online High School Academy,” “Mayflower 

High School Academy Online,” “Paramont High School Online,” “Columbia Northern 

High School,” “Dalloway High School Online,” “Aspire Online High School,” “West 

Madison Falls High School,” “Aspen Heights High School Academy,” “Heritage Western 

High School,” “Crystal Canyon Academy,” and “Alpha High School.”  They claim that 

consumers can “Earn Your High School Diploma Online” by enrolling in Defendants’ 

programs.  Defendants claim that consumers can use their diploma “when applying for a 

standard job” and “to seek acceptance in the military or to be considered for a 
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promotion.”  Defendants’ websites have also represented that Defendants’ programs are 

accredited. 

12. In reality, Defendants do 
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freehighschooldiplomaonline.org, highschooldiplomajobs.org, getgedonline.org, 

gedonlinetest.org, onlinehighschooldiplomas.org, earnhighschooldiploma.org, 

highschoolcourses.org, highschooldiplomatest.org, accreditedhighschooldiploma.org, 

highschoolonlinecourses.org, gedonlineclass.org, highschooldiplomaprogram.org, 

freehighschooldiploma.org, gedpreparation.net, gedcourse.org, freeonlineged.net, 

gedstudy.net, takeged.com, gedonlinehighschooldiploma.com, onlinegedtest.org, 

freegedtest.org, freeonlineged.org, gedonlinetest.net, gedprep.org, freegedpracticetest.org, 

highschooldiplomaonline.org, onlinegedpracticetest.com, gedpracticetestfree.com, 

gedtestingonline.org, gedstudyguide.net, freeonlinegedtest.org, gedbooks.org, 

freegedpracticetest.com, freeged.us, gedpracticetest.us, studentserviceadvisors.com, 

paramonthighschool.com, americanache.org, highschooldiplomaonlinecourse.com, 

onlinehighschooldiplomaonline.com, highschooldiplomaonlineprogram.com, 

diplomaonlinehighschool.com, highschoolonlinediplomas.com, 

highschooldiplomaonlinefree.com, freeonlinehighschooldiploma.org, gedtestonline.us, 

highschooldiplomaonlineged.com, ged.net, highschooldiplomaprograms.net, 

gethighschooldiploma.net, freehighschooldiplomaonline.net, freegedonlinetest.net, 

gethighschooldiplomaonline.net, getged.net, freeonlinehighschooldiploma.net, 

freegedonlinetest.org, freegedtestonline.org, highschooldiplomaprograms.org, 

highschooldiplomaonlinefree.org, highschooldiplomaonlinefree.net, 

highschooldiploma.net, christianhighschool.net, highschoolonlinedegree.com, 

highschoolonlinedegree.org, highschoolonlinedegree.net, my-ged.com, 

fasthighschooldiplomaonline.com, onlinehighschooldiplomaprogram.com, 
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• High School Diploma Online 

Finally “Description metatags” are intended to describe the website and are displayed 

along with the website address in Internet search engine results.  Defendants’ description 

metatags include: 

• Earn a real high school diploma online fast and at home. Enroll in our free high 
school diploma test program and receive your diploma in a matter of days 
 

• High school diploma program for students, teens and adults with free enrollment 
to earn a high school diploma online.  Get your diploma online fast! 
 

• Earn your high school diploma online through the free Columbia Northern 
program today! Adults and teens can get a high school diploma at home fast! 
 

• Aberdeen Academy High School offers an online high school program for those 
who need their diploma fast. 

 
• Earn your high school diploma online quickly with this fast test program 

 
16. Defendants misrepresent that their so-called diplomas are equivalent to a traditional high 

school diploma.  For example, Defendants state:  

a. Earn your High School Diploma Online 
 

b. If you haven’t received either a traditional high school diploma or GED certification, 
West Madison Falls High School offers a free and fast program to achieve a real high 
school diploma online. 
 

c. Get a real high school diploma online fast and receive your diploma Parcel in the mail 
days after or less. 

 
d. If you are currently employed or have other responsibilities that are demanding, it can 

be frustrating trying to find time to complete your high school education.  Aberdeen 
Academy High School provides the ideal solution for your needs as our program can 
be finished from any computer and 100% online.  You can now take our high school 
diploma test at home and any time that fits with your schedule. 
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e. Our course offering is an ideal option if you have been considering taking the GED.  
The GED test is long and difficult and most students underestimate it.  It also requires 
the individual to be present and each of the main testing components are timed.  Now, 
with Aberdeen Academy, you no longer need to rely on taking the GED!  Take our 
high school test at your convenience and as many times as you like.  We hope our 
program helps you as it has the other thousands of students since our inception.  Get 
started today and earn your high school diploma with Aberdeen Academy! 

 
f. Have you dropped out of high school and now need to earn your diploma online? If 

so, Alpha Online High School is a leader in offering the most current and free high 
school courses which can be completed 100% online at the pace you choose. 
 

g. Earn your high school diploma 100% online in 1 hour or less!  Over 100,000 
American Graduates Since 1997! 
 

h. Haven't Gotten Your GED Yet, Why Not Get Your Diploma 
 

i. GED Online has partnered with Heritage Western High School in order to provide 
students nationwide with the opportunity to get their high school diplomas. We offer 
an online high school diploma course which can be completed on the student’s own 
time schedule. 
 

j. Columbia Northern High School offers a free online high school diploma course that 
will enable you as the student to earn your online high school diploma quickly. In 
order to succeed in today's highly qualified workplace, it has never been more 
important to have a high school diploma. While traditional high school certification is 
ideal, it is not always realistic due to the busy lives and schedules of many young 
people. You can achieve an authentic high school diploma online at home fast. 
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who knows what would have happened. All I can say is thank you for making me not 
have to worry about that. 

 
f. Today I got enrolled in school. If I hadn’t gotten my diploma I wouldn’t be able to do 

that. I was so lucky to have found you guys. In a year I should have my license in the 
field I want to work in and will be done with all the school I need to get it. 

 
 

19. Defendants offer consumers a “Graduation Package” that includes a diploma, transcripts, 

and a “verification service.”  Defendants explain that the transcript “will detail all courses 

taken and scores received.  Each testing subject will have an independent score to show 

success in that particular category.  These transcripts will also include the life and work 

experience that was submitted along with the test results.”  Defendants further describe 

the transcript as including “the official school seal.”  Defendants explain that their 

verification services “enable the potential employer389e Td
()-9.6((�cEMC 
/P3)]TJ
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Education (AmericanACHE.org).”  Meanwhile on Aberdeen’s FAQs page, in answer to 

the question “Is Aberdeen Academy High School accredited,” Defendants state 

“Aberdeen Academy High School retains membership and endorsement by the American 

Accreditation Council for Higher Education.” 

27. In reality, the American Accreditation Council for Higher Education is a fictitious entity 

created by Defendants, and is not a legitimate, independent accrediting body.   

28. Defendants registered its website, AmericanACHE.org, in February 2010.  On the 

AmericanACHE.org website, Defendants explain that “AmericanACHE (American 

Accreditation Council for Higher Education) was created with the purpose of setting a 

precedent for the review of online educational courses and material review.  Ensuring that 

online courses and testing programs are based on best teaching practices is one of our 

highest requirements in order to receive and maintain membership.  AmericanACHE 

endorsement serves as a public affirmation of an educational program or curriculum that 

provides the level of integrity that meets our requirements.” 

29. On AmericanACHE.org’s “About Us” webpage, Defendants state, “If you are in the 

education sector, you may need to earn a diploma, certain certification or successfully 

complete a training program.  You may also be required to earn certification that is 

accredited in order to maintain standing in your particular employment, seeking 

employment or to be eligible to continue your studies.  Finding time to earn credentials 
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the integrity and best practices that you’d expect from traditional offline programs and 

instructional teaching.” 

30. In addition, Defendants have at times asserted that their programs are members of the 

Capitol Network for Distance Learning.  For example, Defendants state on their 

Aberdeen Academy High School websites that “Aberdeen is recognized by the Capitol 

Network for Distance Learning.  The Capitol Network carefully reviews organizations 

that are some accepted to ensure they continually follow the original requirements and 

guidelines set forth upon initial acceptance.”  Meanwhile, on their Heritage Western High 

School websites, Defendants state that “Heritage Western High School is a proud 

member of the Capitol Network for Distance Learning Programs (CNDLP). CNDLP 

incorporates strict guidelines and monitors partner programs on a monthly basis in order 

to ensure the interests of the students and curriculum objectives are being met.” 

31. In reality, the Capitol Network for Distance Learning Programs is a fictitious entity 

created by Nicholas Pollicino, a one-time business associate of Defendants and now 

operator of a separate fraudulent high school diploma mill operation. 

32. In reality, Defendants’ programs are not accredited by any legitimate or recognized third-

party accrediting bodies. 

Defendants’ Inconspicuous Disclaimers Are Inadequate 

33. Nowhere do Defendants adequately disclose that their program is neither a replacement 

for or equivalent to a traditional high school diploma or an accredited high school 

program.  To the extent that any of their websites include a disclaimer, it is buried on a 

separate “Terms and Conditions” page.  The disclosure is located in the ninth of eleven 
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small print paragraphs.  Nothing on the websites’ homepages or enrollment pages, 

however, indicates that consumers should go to the “Terms and Conditions” page, nor is 

there any method by which Defendants ensure that consumers have read that page.   

34. Because of the small font size, color, and placement of the disclaimers, many consumers 

may not notice or review them.  Thus, the disclaimers are not clear and conspicuous and 

do not offset the overall net impression of the websites that consumers can successfully 

use Defendants’ diplomas as valid high school equivalency credentials when applying for 

jobs, seeking enrollment in higher education institutions, or for other purposes. 

VIOLATIONS OF THE FTC ACT  

35. Section 5(a) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 45(a), prohibits “unfair or deceptive acts or 

practices in or affecting commerce.” 

36. Misrepresentations or deceptive omissions of material fact constitute deceptive acts or 

practices prohibited by Section 5(a) of the FTC Act. 

Count I  

37. Through the means described above, Defendants have represented, directly or indirectly, 

expressly or by implication, that consumers can successfully use Defendants’ diplomas as 

valid high school equivalency credentials, for example when applying for jobs or seeking 

enrollment in higher education institutions. 

38. In truth and in fact, in numerous instances, consumers cannot successfully use 

Defendants’ diplomas as valid high school equivalency credentials, for example when 

applying for jobs or seeking enrollment in higher education institutions. 
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39. 
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THIS COURT’S POWER TO GRANT RELIEF  

44. Section 13(b) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 53(b), empowers this Court to grant injunctive 

and such other relief as the Court may deem appropriate to halt and redress violations  of 

any provision of law enforced by the FTC.  The Court, in the exercise of its equitable 

jurisdiction, may award ancillary relief, including rescission or reformation of contracts, 

restitution, the refund of monies paid, and the disgorgement of ill-gotten monies, to 

prevent and remedy any violation of any provision of law enforced by the FTC. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 Wherefore, Plaintiff FTC, pursuant to Section 13(b) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 53(b) 

and the Court’s own equitable powers, requests that the Court: 

A. Award Plaintiff such preliminary injunctive and ancillary relief as may be 

necessary to avert the likelihood of consumer injury during the pendency of this action and to 

preserve the possibility of effective final relief, including but not limited to, temporary and 

preliminary injunctions, and an order freezing assets; 

B. Enter a permanent injunction to prevent future violations of the FTC Act by 

Defendants; 

C. Award such relief as the Court finds necessary to redress injury to consumers 

resulting from Defendants’ violations of the FTC Act, including but not limited to, rescission or 

reformation of contracts, restitution, the refund of monies paid, and the disgorgement of ill-

gotten monies; and 
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 D. Award Plaintiff the costs of bringing this action, as well as such other and 

additional relief as the Court may determine to be just and proper. 

 
Dated: February 8, 2016   Respectfully submitted, 

 
      


