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152-3229 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BEFORE THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 
 

COMMISSIONERS: Edith Ramirez, Chairwoman 
 Maureen K. Ohlhausen 
 Terrell McSweeny 

 
 
In the Matter of  
 
MARS PETCARE US, Inc., a corporation 
 
 

 
    
   DECISION AND ORDER 
 
   DOCKET NO. C- 

 
 

DECISION 
 
The Federal Trade Commission (“Commission”) initiated an investigation of certain acts 

and practices of the Respondent named above in the caption.  The Commission’s Bureau of 
Consumer Protection (“BCP”) prepared and furnished to Respondent a draft Complaint.  BCP 
proposed to present the draft Complaint to the Commission for its consideration.  If issued by the 
Commission, the draft Complaint would charge the Respondent with violation of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act. 

 
Respondent and BCP thereafter executed an Agreement Containing Consent Order 

(“Consent Agreement”).  The Consent Agreement includes:  1) statements by Respondent that it 
neither admits nor denies any of the allegations in the Complaint, except as specifically stated in 
this Decision and Order, and that only for purposes of this action, it admits the facts necessary to 
establish jurisdiction; and 2) waivers and other provisions as required by the Commission’s 
Rules. 

 
The Commission considered the matter and determined that it had reason to believe that 

Respondent has violated the Federal Trade Commission Act, and that a Complaint should issue 
stating its charges in that respect.  The Commission accepted the executed Consent Agreement 
and placed it on the public record for a period of 30 days for the receipt and consideration of 
public comments.  The Commission duly considered any comments received from interested 
persons pursuant to Section 2.34 of its Rules, 16 C.F.R. § 2.34.  Now, in further conformity with 
the procedure prescribed in Rule 2.34, the Commission issues its Complaint, makes the 
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with the manufacturing, labeling, advertising, promotion, offering for sale, sale, or distribution of 
any Pet Food must not make any misrepresentation, expressly or by implication: 

 
A. About the existence, contents, validity, results, conclusions, or interpretations of any test, 

study, or research, including that studies, research, or trials prove that, with Respondent’s 
Pet Foods, dogs live 30 percent or more longer or substantially longer than their typical 
lifespan or that Respondent’s Pet Foods enable dogs to live exceptionally long lives; or 

 
B. That any health benefits of such product are scientifically proven or otherwise 

established. 
 

III. Acknowledgments of the Order 
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent obtain acknowledgments of receipt of 
this Order: 

 
A. Respondent, within 10 days after the 
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3. describe the activities of each business, including the goods and services offered, 

the means of advertising, marketing, and sales;  
 

4. describe in detail whether and how Respondent is in compliance with each 
Provision of this Order, including a discussion of all of the changes Respondent 
made to comply with the Order; and  

 
5. provide a copy of each Acknowledgment of the Order obtained pursuant to this 

Order, unless previously submitted to the Commission. 
 

B. Respondent must submit a compliance notice, sworn under penalty of perjury, within 14 
days of any change in the following:   

 
1. any designated point of contact; or  

 
2. the structure of Respondent or any entity that Respondent has any ownership 

interest in or controls directly or indirectly that may affect compliance obligations 
arising under this Order, including:  creation, merger, sale, or dissolution of the 
entity or any subsidiary, parent, or affiliate that engages in any acts or practices 
subject to this Order. 

 
C. Respondent must submit notice of the filing of any bankruptcy petition, insolvency 

proceeding, or similar proceeding by or against Respondent within 14 days of its filing. 
 

D. Any submission to the Commission required by this Order to be sworn under penalty of 
perjury must be true and accurate and comply with 28 U.S.C. § 1746, such as by 
concluding:  “I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of 
America that the foregoing is true and correct.  Executed on:  _____” and supplying the 
date, signatory’s full name, title (if applicable), and signature. 

 
E. Unless otherwise directed by a Commission representative in writing, all submissions to 

the Commission pursuant to this Order must be emailed to DEbrief@ftc.gov or sent by 
overnight courier (not the U.S. Postal Service) to:  Associate Director for Enforcement, 
Bureau of Consumer Protection, Federal Trade Commission, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
NW, Washington, DC  20580.  The subject line must begin:  In re Mars Petcare US, Inc., 
and, if known, the C docket number. 
 

V. Recordkeeping 
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent must create certain records and retain 
each such record for 5 years.  Specifically, Respondent must create and retain the following 
records: 

 
A. accounting records showing the revenues from all goods or services sold; 






