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ANALYSIS OF AGREEMENT CONTAINING CONSENT ORDER 
TO AID PUBLIC COMMENT 

In the Matter of Broadcom Limited and 
Brocade Communications Systems, Inc., File Number 171-0027 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
The Federal Trade Commission (“Commission”) has accepted, subject to final approval, 

an Agreement Containing Consent Order (“Consent Agreement”) from Broadcom Limited 
(“Broadcom”) and Brocade Communications Systems, Inc. Tc 0rtfoD Tw -219(u)[(n)1(c.  -1.)4nt

agreed that Broadcom would acquire Brocade for $5.9 billion, including assuming t, as amended, 15 U.S.C. § 45, by substantially lessening competition in 
the worldwide market for fibre channel switches.  The Complaint alleges that Broadcom’s access 
to Cisco’s competitively sensitive confidential information, provided in furtherance of its 
ongoing supply relationship for application specific integrated circuits (“ASICs”) with 
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Headquartered in San Jose, California, Brocade is a data storage and networking 
company.  Brocade is the leading manufacturer of fibre channel switches, and also sells wireless 
networking equipment, Ethernet switches, and software solutions for networks.    
 

THE RELEVANT MARKET AND MARKET STRUCTURE 
 

The relevant line of commerce in which to analyze the effects of the Acquisition is fibre 
channel switches.  The fibre channel switch is part of a fibre channel storage area network, which 
employs the fibre channel interconnect protocol to enable stable, high-throughput data transfers 
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ENTRY
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OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
The purpose of this analysis is to facilitate public comment on the proposed Consent 

Agreement to aid the Commission in determining whether it should make the proposed Consent 
Agreement final.  This analysis is not an official interpretation of the proposed Consent 
Agreement and does not modify its terms in any way. 


