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ANALYSIS OF AGREEMENT CONTAINING CONSENT ORDERS  
TO AID PUBLIC COMMENT  

  The proposed Consent Agreement has been placed on the public record for 30 days for receipt of comments from interested persons.  Comments received during this period will become parm0.0[1d  comments received, and decide whether it should withdraw, modify, or make the 
Consent Agreement final.  

  
II.  The Relevant Markets and Market Structures 

 
The relevant lines of commerce in which to analyze the Acquisition are individual 

specialty and off-hours emergency veterinary services.  Specialty veterinary services are required 
in cases that a general practitioner veterinarian cannot treat properly.  General practitioner veterinarians commonly refer such cases to a specialist, typically a doctor of veterinary medicine 
board certified in the required specialty.  Individual veterinary specialties include cardiology, critical care, internal medicine, neurology, oncology, ophthalmology, and surgery.  Emergency veterinary services are used in acute situations where a general practice veterinarian is not available or in some cases not trained or equipped to treat the animal’s medical problem. 

 The relevant areas for the provision of specialty and off-hours emergency veterinary 
services are local, delineated by the distance and time that pet owners travel to receive treatment.  
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V.  The Consent Agreement 

 
The proposed Consent Agreement effectively remedies the Acquisition’s anticompetitive 

effects in ten markets where both Mars and VCA operate specialty or emergency veterinary 
clinics by requiring the parties to divest 12 facilities.  Clinics in Kansas City, New York, and 
Phoenix are to be divested to NVA.  Clinics in Portland, Rockville, and Vienna are to be divested 
to PetVet.  Clinics in Chicago, Corpus Christi, San Antonio, and Seattle are to be divested to 
Pathway.  The divestitures will preserve competition between the divested clinics and Mars’ 
BluePearl or VCA’s clinics that offer the same specialty or emergency services within each 
locality.  NVA, PetVet, and Pathway are qualified acquirers of the divested assets.  Each firm has 
significant experience acquiring, integrating, and operating specialty and emergency veterinary 
clinics. 
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Agreement and to keep the Commission informed about the status of the transfer of the rights 
and assets to 


