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FILE NO. [2023122] 
  
AGREEMENT CONTAINING 
CONSENT ORDER 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
BEFORE THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of 
 
GENNEX MEDIA LLC, a limited liability  

company, also d/b/a Brandnex, BrandStrong, 
PMGOA, and Promotional Manufacturing 
Group of America; and 

 
AKIL KURJI, individually and as an officer of 
GENNEX MEDIA LLC. 

 

 
The Federal Trade Commission (“Commission”) has conducted an investigation of 

certain acts and practices of Gennex Media LLC, also d/b/a Brandnex, BrandStrong, PMGOA, 
and Promotional Manufacturing Group of America, and Akil Kurji, individually and as an officer 
of Gennex Media LLC (collectively “Proposed Respondents”).  The Commission’s Bureau of 
Consumer Protection (“BCP”) has prepared a draft of an administrative Complaint (“draft 
Complaint”).  BCP and Proposed Respondents, individually or through their duly authorized 
officers, enter into this Agreement Containing Consent Order (“Consent Agreement”) to resolve 
the allegations in the attached draft Complaint through a proposed Decision and Order to present 
to the Commission, which is also attached and made a part of this Consent Agreement.   
 

IT IS HEREBY AGREED by and between Proposed Respondents and BCP, that: 
 
1. The Proposed Respondents are: 

a. Proposed Respondent Gennex Media LLC (“Gennex”), also doing business as 
Brandnex, BrandStrong, PMGOA, and Promotional Manufacturing Group of 
America, a Texas limited liability company with its principal office or place of 
business at 4771 Sweetwater Blvd. #241, Sugar Land, TX 77479. 

 
b. Proposed Respondent Akil Kurji, the sole officer and shareholder of the Proposed 

Corporate Respondent, Gennex.  Individually or in concert with others, he 
formulates, directs, or controls the policies, acts, or practices of Gennex.  His 
principal office or place of business is the same as that of Gennex. 

 
2. Proposed Respondents neither admit nor deny any of the allegations in the Complaint, 
except as specifically stated in the Decision and Order.  Only for purposes of this action, 
Proposed Respondents admit the facts necessary to establish jurisdiction. 
 
3. Proposed Respondents waive: 
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GENNEX MEDIA LLC   FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 
 also d/b/a Brandnex, 

BrandStrong, PMGOA, and 
Promotional Manufacturing 
Group of America 

 
 
 
___________________   ____________________ 
Akil Kurji           Julia Solomon Ensor 
President     Attorney, Division of Enforcement 
      Bureau of Consumer Protection 
 
Date:__________________          
      APPROVED: 
 
 
AKIL KURJI  
      ________________________ 
      Laura Koss 
      Assistant Director, Division of Enforcement 
      Bureau of Consumer Protection 
____________________    
Akil Kurji, individually and as  
an officer of Gennex Media LLC  
 
 
Date:__________________ 
      ________________________ 
      James A. Kohm 
      Associate Director, Division of Enforcement  
___________________   Bureau of Consumer Protection 
Melissa H. Maxman 
Cohen & Gresser LLP 
Attorney for Proposed Respondents 
 
 
       
Date:__________________   ________________________ 
      Daniel Kaufman 
      Acting Director
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DECISION AND ORDER 
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conformity with the procedure prescribed in Rule 2.34, the Commission issues its Complaint, 
makes the following Findings, and issues the following Order: 

 
Findings 

 
1. 
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representation, expressly or by implication, that a product or service is Made in the United States 
unless: 

 
A. The final assembly or processing of the product occurs in the United States, all 

significant processing that goes into the product occurs in the United States, and all or 
virtually all ingredients or components of the product are made and sourced in the United 
States; or 
 

B. A Clear and Conspicuous qualification appears immediately adjacent to the 
representation that accurately conveys the extent to which the product contains foreign 
parts, ingredients or components, and/or processing; or  
 

C. For a claim that a product is assembled in the United States, the product is last 
substantially transformed in the United States, the product’s principal assembly takes 
place in the United States, and United States assembly operations are substantial.  
 

II. 
Prohibited Misleading and Unsubstantiated Country-of-Origin Representations  

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondents, and Respondents’ officers, agents, 

employees, and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with any of 
them, who receive actual notice of this Order, whether acting directly or indirectly, in connection 
with the manufacturing, labeling, advertising, promotion, offering for sale, sale, or distribution of 
any customizable promotional product, or any other product or service, must not make any 
representation, expressly or by implication, regarding the country of origin of any product or 
service unless the representation is non-misleading, including that, at the time such 
representation is made, Respondents possess and rely upon a reasonable basis for the 
representation. 

III. 
Monetary Relief 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that: 

 
A. Respondents must pay to the Commission $146,249.24, which Respondents stipulate 

their undersigned counsel holds in escrow for no purpose other than payment to the 
Commission. 
 

B.  Such payment must be made within 8 days of the effective date of this Order by 
electronic fund transfer in accordance with instructions provided by a representative of 
the Commission. 

 
IV. 

Additional Monetary Provisions 
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that: 
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A. Respondents relinquish dominion and all legal and equitable right, title, and interest in all 
assets transferred pursuant to this Order and may not seek the return of any assets. 
 

B. The facts alleged in the Complaint will be taken as true, without further proof, in any 
subsequent civil litigation by or on behalf of the Commission to enforce its rights to any 
payment pursuant to this Order, such as a nondischargeability complaint in any 
bankruptcy case. 
 

C. The facts alleged in the Complaint establish all elements necessary to sustain an action by 
or on behalf of the Commission pursuant to Section 523(a)(2)(A) of the Bankruptcy 
Code, 11 U.S.C. § 523(a)(2)(A), and this Order will have collateral estoppel effect for 
such purposes. 

 
D. All money paid to the Commission pursuant to this Order may be deposited into a fund 

administered by the Commission or its designee to be used for relief, including consumer 
redress and any attendant expenses for the administration of any redress fund.  If a 
representative of the Commission decides that direct redress to consumers is wholly or 
partially impracticable or money remains after redress is completed, the Commission may 
apply any remaining money for such other relief (including consumer information 
remedies) as it determines to be reasonably related to Respondents’ practices alleged in 
the Complaint.  Any money not used is to be deposited to the U.S. Treasury.  
Respondents have no right to challenge any activities pursuant to this Provision. 
 

E. In the event of default on any obligation to make payment under this Order, interest, 
computed as if pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1961(a), shall accrue from the date of default to 
the date of payment.  In the event such default continues for 10 days beyond the date that 
payment is due, the entire amount will immediately become due and payable. 

 
F. Each day of nonpayment is a violation through continuing failure to obey or neglect to 

obey a final order of the Commission and thus will be deemed a separate offense and 
violation for which a civil penalty shall accrue. 

 
G. Respondents acknowledge that their Taxpayer Identification Numbers (Social Security or 

Employer Identification Numbers) may be used for collecting and reporting on any 
delinquent amount arising out of this Order, in accordance with 31 U.S.C. § 7701. 

 
V. 

Customer Information  
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondents must directly or indirectly provide 
sufficient customer information to enable the Commission to efficiently administer consumer 
redress.  If a representative of the Commission requests in writing any information related to 
redress, Respondents must provide it, in the form prescribed by the Commission representative, 
within 14 days. 
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2. Additionally, Individual Respondent must:  (a) identify all his telephone numbers 

and all his physical, postal, email and Internet addresses, including all residences; 
(b) identify all his business activities, including any business for which he 
performs services, whether as an employee or otherwise, and any entity in which 
such Respondent has any ownership interest; and (c) describe in detail such 
Respondent’s involvement in each such business activity, including title, role, 
responsibilities, participation, authority, control, and any ownership. 

 
B. Each Respondent must submit a compliance notice, sworn under penalty of perjury, 

within 14 days of any change in the following:  
 

1. Each Respondent must submit notice of any change in:  (a) any designated point 
of contact; or (b) the structure of the Corporate Respondent or any entity that 
Respondent has any ownership interest in or controls, directly or indirectly, that 
may affect compliance obligations arising under this Order, including:  creation, 
merger, sale, or dissolution of the entity or any subsidiary, parent, or affiliate that 
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VIII. 
Recordkeeping 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondents must create certain records and retain 

each such record for 5 years, unless otherwise specified below.  Specifically, Corporate 
Respondent and Individual Respondent for any business that such Respondent, individually or 
collectively with the other Respondent, is a majority owner or controls directly or indirectly, 
must create and retain the following records: 

  
A.  Accounting records showing the revenues from all goods or services sold, the costs 

incurred in generating those revenues, and resulting net profit or loss; 
 
B.  Personnel records showing, for each person providing services in relation to any aspect of 

the Order, whether as an employee or otherwise, that person’s:  name; addresses; 
telephone numbers; job title or position; dates of service; and (if applicable) the reason 
for termination; 

 
C.  Records of all consumer complaints and refund requests, whether received directly or 

indirectly, such as through a third party, and any response; 
 
D.  All records necessary to demonstrate full compliance with each provision of this Order, 

including all submissions to the Commission; 
 
E. A copy of each unique advertisement or other marketing material making a representation 

subject to this Order; and 
 

F. For 5 years from the date of the last dissemination of any representation covered by this 
Order, all materials that were relied upon in making the representation.  

 
IX. 

Compliance Monitoring 
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, for the purpose of monitoring Respondents’ 
compliance with this Order: 

 
A. Within 10 days of receipt of a written request from a representative of the Commission, 

each Respondent must:  submit additional compliance reports or other requested 
information, which must be sworn under penalty of perjury, and produce records for 
inspection and copying. 
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