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1 https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/ 
2017/04/process-reform-initiatives-are-already- 
underway-federal-trade.> 

2 15 U.S.C. 70 et seq. 
3 See 15 U.S.C. 70b(b). 
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4 See 24 FR 4480, 4484 (June 2, 1959). 
5 If the Commission adopts this amendment, it 

plans to destroy its word trademark registration 
records, except to the extent that retaining such 
records is necessary to comply with federal statutes, 
regulations, or other legal authority. 

6 A house mark is a mark used on a wide range 
of goods sold by a company. 

the need for the Commission to obtain 
from the USPTO paper copies of 
trademark registrations. However, the 
registered marks can be found by 
searching online or at the USPTO’s Web 
site (www.uspto.gov). The Commission, 
therefore, proposes to eliminate the 
requirement for businesses to file paper 
copies of the registration with the 
Commission because it appears 
unnecessary and could in some cases 
impose unnecessary costs on 
businesses. 

II. Proposed Amendment 

The Commission promulgated 
§ 303.19 in 1959 at the time it issued the 
Textile Rules, and the provision has not 
changed since.4 When the Commission 
issued the Rules, neither the 
Commission nor consumers could 
identify easily the owners of word 
trademarks. Thus, at the time, the 
regulation provided some benefit (i.e., 
facilitating the identification of 
trademark owners to address 
compliance issues or help consumers 
contact textile product marketers). 

Now, Commission staff and 
consumers can identify trademark 
owners by searching online or on the 
USPTO’s online database. Accordingly, 
the regulation is no longer necessary. 
The Commission, therefore, proposes to 
amend § 303.19(a) to delete this 
requirement. In addition to potentially 
reducing compliance costs for textile 
marketers, deleting this requirement 
would eliminate the Commission’s need 
to process and maintain trademark 
registration records, freeing those 
resources for more productive uses.5 

Additionally, there appears to be no 
reason to restrict the use of word 
trademarks to only those also employed 
as house marks.6 In the past, it was 
difficult for consumers to research 
registered marks, and, therefore, it made 
sense to require companies to use marks 
that consumers could easily identify 
with a particular company. Consumers 
now can identify trademark owners 
online or look up the trademark 
registrations online at the USPTO, and, 
therefore, the rationale for limiting the 
use of marks no longer seems to be 
necessary. In addition, removing this 
requirement would give companies the 
flexibility to use any registered word 
mark. 

III. Request for Comments 

You can file a comment online or on 
paper. For the Commission to consider 
your comment, we must receive it on or 
before July 31, 2017. Write ‘‘Textile 
Rules, 16 CFR part 303, Project No. 
P948404’’ on your comment. Your 
comment—including your name and 
your state—will be placed on the public 
record of this proceeding, including, to 
the extent practicable, on the public 
Commission Web site, at https://
www.ftc.gov/policy/public-comments. 

Postal mail addressed to the 
Commission is subject to delay due to 
heightened security screening. As a 
result, we encourage you to submit your 
comments online. To make sure that the 
Commission considers your online 
comment, you must file it at https://
ftcpublic.commentworks.com/ftc/ 
textilerulesnprm, by following the 
instruction on the web-based form. If 
this Notice appears at http://
www.regulations.gov/#!home, you also 
may file a comment through that Web 
site. 

If you file your comment on paper, 
write ‘‘Textile Rules, 16 CFR part 303, 
Project No. P948404’’ on your comment 
and on the envelope, and mail your 
comment to the following address: 
Federal Trade Commission, Office of the 
Secretary, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
NW., Suite CC–5610 (Annex C), 
Washington, DC 20580, or deliver your 
comment to the following address: 
Federal Trade Commission, Office of the 
Secretary, Constitution Center, 400 7th 
Street SW., 5th Floor, Suite 5610 
(Annex C), Washington, DC 20024. If 
possible, submit your paper comment to 
the Commission by courier or overnight 
service. 

Because your comment will be placed 
on the publicly accessible FTC Web site 
at https://www.ftc.gov, you are solely 
responsible for making sure that your 
comment does not include any sensitive 
or confidential information. In 
particular, your comment should not 
include any sensitive personal 
information, such as your or anyone 
else’s Social Security number; date of 
birth; driver’s license number or other 
state identification number, or foreign 
country equivalent; passport number; 
financial account number; or credit or 
debit card number. You are also solely 
responsible for making sure that your 
comment does not include any sensitive 
health information, such as medical 
records or other individually 
identifiable health information. In 
addition, your comment should not 
include any ‘‘trade secret or any 
commercial or financial information 
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