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Executive Summaryof Regulatory Review Plan

The FederalradeCommission (“FTC")haslong recognizedhe manybenefitsof
periodicregulatoryreview. In arapidlychangingnarketplaceagencyegulations calecome
outdatedjneffectual,andundulyburdensome. Therefori¢,is importantto systematically
reviewregulations tensure thatheycontinueto achieveheirintended goalsvithout unduly
burdeningcommerce.Since 1992, the FTCi®gulatoryreview programhasdone just that. The
FTC schedulegts regulationsand guidedor reviewon atenyearcycle;i.e., allrules and guides
arescheduledo be reviewedenyearsafterimplementation and teyearsaftercompletion of a
regulatoryreview. Pursuant to this prograrthe FTChas rescinded@7 rules andjuides
promulgatedunderthe FTC’s generakuthorityandupdated dozens othersince thesarly
1990s. In all, the FTChas repealetbughlyhalf of its discretionaryraderegulatoryrules and
industryguidesthat weren effectwhen the prograrbegann 1992.

The Presidentecentlyissued Executive Ordefis3563 and 13579, which calpon
federalagenciesncluding independerdggenciesuch as the FTGo preparglans forthe
periodic reviewof existing regulationg order todetermine whethdahoseregulationsshould be
modified, streamlinedgxpanded, or repealed.

The FTCshares these goasd, inlight of the Executive Ordersas takema freshlook
at its longstandingegulatoryreview process.The FTCis taking anumber ofstepsto ensure
thatits rulesandguidesareup-to-dateand



I. Scope of Regulatory Review Plan

The FTC’sregulatoryreviewplan coversll of the agency’existing regulationand
industryguides. The agen@dministers and enforcd$ “traderegulationrules” authorized by
the FTCAct and 35 ruleswuthorized byther statutedn addition, the FTC currentlyublishes
16 industryguidesto assist businesses in understantiegy compliancebligations. The
guidesidentify practiceghat the FTCGonsiders unfaior deceptive unde®ection 5 of the FTC
Act and helpclarify the linebetweerdeceptive
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planat https://ftcpublic.commentworks.com/ftc/RegulatoryReviewSched#é/publiccomments
will be availableon the FTC’swvebsite.

To further increase transparenpypblic understanding, and participatiorits regulatory
reviewprocess, the FT@as launched a neweb pageon ftc.gov that servess a central
clearinghouse fanformation regardinghe program.The FTC RegulatornfReview pagerovides
thepublic with: (1) easyaccesso the FTC’stenyearschedulef regulatoryreviews,(2) links to
comment on rules that are undeview, (3) a link for directfeedbackon the FTC’segulatory
reviewprogram,(4) alist of rules andyuidesthat haveébeen eliminateadver theyears,

(5) informationabout the newlgtreamlined premergeotificationform, and (6pther newsand
information regardinghe FTC’sregulatoryreview program.

The FTC’sregulatoryproceedingaredesignedo fosterpublic participationandpromote
open exchangedsf informationamongnterestedarties. Underthe requirementsf the
Administrative ProcedurAct and other relevarstatutes, the FTC seegablic comment on
proposed ruleand industnguidesand providesmple opportunityor public participation in the
regulatoryprocess.The FTCalso reachesut tostakeholdershroughother meango ensure anpen
exchange of ideaguringrulemakings. For examplethe FTCuses workshops and conferenges
its rulemakingandrule amendmenproceedings, anid othercontexts, tabtainvaluableinput
from small businesses and otledustrymembers, consumeifgderaland state lavenforcement
agenciesahd other experiand interestegartntéxts,


https://ftcpublic.commentworks.com/ftc/RegulatoryReviewSchedule/




Usingthis feedbackthe FTC determines whethehere is continuingeed forthe ruleor
guide, and, if so, whethdrstill servests intendecgurposewithout undulyburdeningcommerce.
After Commission staff analyzbe comments and makeaecommendatioto the Commission, the
Commission eithr initiates a proceedirtg modifyor repeakhe regulatioror guidein question, or
determinesio changearewarranted.

If the FTCdetermines thatmule should be modified, it issues eitlaer AdvanceNotice of
Proposedrulemakingor a Notice ofProposedrulemakingjn which it summarizeshe public
comments, sets forth tipgoposed modifications, explains the costs and berufitee proposed
modifications andvhy theyarejustified, andseeks additiongdublic comment.At thesametime, it
alsopublishes a burden estimate unthter PaperworlReductionAct and seeksomment on that
estimate. Th&TC activelylooks for meanso reduceourden while



Agency(“EPA”) and DOE pn EnergyGuidéabelsfor qualified productso easdurdens on
businesseandprovideconsumersvith additionalinformationto facilitate productcomparisons By
leveraginghe expertiseof otherexpertagenciesandharmonizingegulatoryrequirementsthe Rule
facilitatesconsumer choice without imposing conflictimandates on industry.

C. Harmonization with other federal agencies

The FTCworks with other federalgencieso harmonize rules and avoid duplicative or
conflicting requirements.Forexamplejn connection withts rule concerninghe Alternative Fuels
Rule, the FTC recentigsued an enforcemepblicyto “help eliminate consumeonfusionand
industryburden causellyinconsistenETC ard [EPA] requirement$or cruisingrange disclosures”
for electricvehicles. Specificallythe FTCannouncedt would forbearfrom enforcingcurrentFTC

labelingrequirementgor electricvehicles (includinglugin hybrid electricvehicles)that are
labeled in
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