
The Federal Trade Commission’s (FTC’s) Jewelry Guides describe how to accurately mark and advertise the 
platinum content of the jewelry you market or sell. Platinum jewelry can be alloyed with other metals: either 
precious platinum group metals (PGMs) — iridium, palladium, ruthenium, rhodium, and osmium — or 
non-precious base metals like copper and cobalt. In recent years, manufacturers have alloyed some platinum 
jewelry with a larger percentage of base metals. Recent revisions to the FTC’s Jewelry Guides address the 
marking of jewelry made of platinum and non-precious metal alloys and when disclosures are appropriate.

When Disclosures Should Be Made
Product descriptions should not be misleading, and they should disclose material information to jewelry 
buyers. If the platinum/base metal-alloyed item you are selling does not have the properties of products that 
are almost pure platinum or have a very high percentage of platinum, you should disclose that to prospective 



http://www.sba.gov/ombudsma.
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