
 

 

SPEAKER BIOS 

Welcome and Introductory Remarks 

Noah Joshua Phillips is a Commissioner on the Federal Trade Commission. He previously served as 
Chief Counsel for U.S. Senator John Cornyn on the Senate Judiciary Committee. From 2011-2018, he 
advised Sen. Cornyn on legal and policy matters in antitrust, constitutional law, consumer privacy, 
fraud, and intellectual property. Phillips worked as a civil litigator in private practice prior to his role on 
the Hill.  

Presentation: Vertical Mergers 

Steven Salop is a professor of economics and law at the Georgetown University Law Center in 
Washington, where he teaches antitrust law and economics and economic reasoning for lawyers. His 
research and consulting focuses on microeconomics, antitrust, competition, and regulation. Before 
joining the Georgetown faculty, he worked at the Federal Trade Commission, the Civil Aeronautics 
Board, and the Federal Reserve Board. 

Panel 1:  Vertical Mergers (Session 1) 

Bruce Kobayashi is the Director of the Bureau of Economics at the FTC and a Professor (on leave) at 
George Mason University Antonin Scalia Law School.  He has also served as the Founding Director of 
the Global Antitrust Institute, as a Senior Economist in the Division of Economic Policy Analysis at the 
FTC, as a Senior Research Associate at the United States Sentencing Commission, and as an Economist 
for the Antitrust Division of the DOJ. 

Francine Lafontaine is the Senior Associate Dean for Faculty and Research and the William Davidson 
Professor of Business Economics and Public Policy, both at the University of Michigan’s Stephen M. 
Ross School of Business. She is also Professor of Economics (courtesy) at the University of Michigan’s 
Department of Economics. From 2014 to 2015, Lafontaine served as Director of the FTC’s Bureau of 
Economics. 

Daniel P. O’Brien is an Executive Vice President at Compass Lexecon. He a former Senior Economic 
Policy Adviser and Deputy Director of the Federal Trade Commission’s Bureau of Economics, and 
former Chief of the Economic Regulatory Section at the Department of Justice’s Antitrust Division.  
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Deborah Garza co-chairs Covington & Burling LLP’s global Antitrust and Competition Law Practice 
Group. She has served as an Acting Assistant Attorney General, Deputy Assistant Attorney General and 
Chief of Staff and Counselor to the Assistant Attorney General in three Presidential Administrations. 
She also served as Chair of the Antitrust Modernization Commission and a co-chair of the International 
Competition Policy Expert Group. Garza is currently the Chair of the American Bar Association Section 
of Antitrust Law. 

Gene Kimmelman is the President and CEO of Public Knowledge. Previously, Kimmelman served as 
Director of the Internet Freedom and Human Rights project at the New America Foundation, and as 
Chief Counsel for the U.S. Department of Justice’s Antitrust Division. Prior to joining the Department of 
Justice, Kimmelman served as Vice President for Federal and International Affairs at Consumers Union. 
Kimmelman 
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Carl Shapiro is a Professor at the University of California at Berkeley. Shapiro served as a Senate-
confirmed Member of the President’s Council of Economic Advisers during 2011-12. For the two years 
immediately prior to that, he was the Deputy Assistant Attorney General for Economics at the Antitrust 
Division of the U.S. Department of Justice; he also held that position during 1995-96. Shapiro has 
published in the areas of industrial organization, competition policy, patents, the economics of 
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Closing Remarks 

Christine S. Wilson is a Commissioner on the Federal Trade Commission. Wilson previously served at 
the FTC as Chairman Tim Muris’ Chief of Staff, and as a law clerk in the Bureau of Competition while 
attending law school. Wilson has previously served in-house as Senior Vice President — Legal, 
Regulatory & International for Delta Air Lines and as a member of the Washington DC antitrust practice 
groups of the law firms Kirkland & Ellis LLP and O’Melveny & Myers LLP.  Early in her career, Wilson 
worked with former Assistant Attorney General James F. Rill at Collier Shannon Rill & Scott.  Wilson 
graduated cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center, where she worked as a research 
assistant for Professor Steve Salop, and Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Florida. 


