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in a letter to

PRESIDENT COOLIDGE

Outlines Further Reasons for Supporting
The President’s Plan

For a Privately-owned Merchant Marine
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To the Honorable Calvin Coolidge,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:—-




TO PRESIDENT COOLIDGE

i

and approved by the Shipping Board under the
Act of 1920, are being constantly interfered
with by non-conference ships which are cutting
the agreed rates. Participation in a Conference

§ is purely voluntary. If a member of the Con
ference wishes to cut rates, he may do so, but if he
does he thereby withdraws from the Conference
and becomes a non-conference operator.

This is a discouraging situation, and some co-
operative steps should be taken to remedy it.
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MR. HURLEY'S LETTER
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the directors stated that they expected earnings
to continue to grow steadily. This Company is
privately owned and operated.

Better Business Methods Needed

Shipping met the post-war problems and un-
derwent a reorganization similar to that which |
American business generally experienced before | -
and following the war. Many American manu-
facturers operated unprofitably up to 1914,
chiefly because competitors who did not know
the costs of their products sold their wares at a
loss, thus not only demoralizing the particular
industry of which they were a part, but injuring
business generally. By organizing trade associa-
tions and standardizing methods of cost account-
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i TO PRESIDENT COOLIDGE
|
Zi ¢ their efforts to reduce operating costs and other-
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of efficiently managed industrial enterprises.
.+ It is a remarkable fact that today less progress

is manifest in_irgnpravine the efficiency of shin

1
S

- ,
z ‘
B

other branch of industry. While there are
i hundreds of efhiciency expert organizations in
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MR. HURLEY'S LETTER

The necessity of scientific classification of com-
modities, so far as practicable, and of equalizing
and stabilizing rates for overseas shipments must
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TO PRESIDENT COOLIDGE
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It is very evident from Mr. Lofgren’s state-
~ [ ment that the leaders in international shipping
- § abroad recognize the vital necessity of closer co-
~ § operation between the different Conference
~ { groups as it pertains to tonnage and rates.

If American shipping were in the hands of
American citizens, and privately-owned, repre-
sentatives of all our overseas tonnage could meet
in conference with foreign ship-operators, to de-

vise ways and means by which rates could be
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TO PRESIDENT COOLIDGE

ion with American and foreign privately-owned
1ps.
. We have today forceful leaders in shipping,
ailroading and business who, if encouraged by
light concessions from Congress in the way of
lending money at a low rate of interest, could
‘¢ Jbuild modern vessels, in harmony with your
7 {views, and establish on a sound and profitable
basis a private American merchant marine, able
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