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UNLOCKING THE HEART OF AMERICA
By HUSTON THOMPSON

Member Federal Trade Commission, before the Graduating Class
of George Washington University, June 7, 1922, Washington,
D. C.

M R . P R E S I D E N T , M E M B E R S O F T H E G R A D U A T I N G C L A S S , A N D F R I E N D S

O F T H E U N I V E R S I T Y :

This great event in your lives reminds m e of a similar one
which occurred in m y own life some twenty-five years ago, the
anniversary of which will be celebrated at a reunion within a
few days.

Like the members of many other graduating classes
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Moreover, as m a n puts his hand to the machine the monotony
of it in the long run is apt to blunt the development of his spiritual
faculties until his soul finally succumbs to the never-ceasing drive
of the heartless master. Instead of our dominating this monster
and making him responsive to our commands, he has perched him-
self upon our backs like the old m a n of the sea and drives us
hither and thither until w e ask ourselves, " H a s the arrival of
the M a n of Iron really freed civilization of slavery?"

In America w e sought to build up this M a n of Iron by stand-
ardized mass production, believing that by this means w e would
free labor of its too arduous toil, supply the human needs, and
thus bring happiness to all. Our fetish became efficiency, and
the whirl of the wheels and the roar of the machinery called m a n
closer to them until they caught him in their embrace and with
their insatiable appetites demanded further standardization, even
the standardization of human souls.

Analogous conditions exist in other countries. The British mind
in raising up its M a n of Iron turned its efforts not to standardized
mass production, but to massive production,—heavy machinery,
giant engines and big ships,—that would produce and distribute
British goods, expecting by this means to tie the little island to
her colonies, and secure for herself first place in the markets of
the world.

Germany, on the other hand, took a different course. She
went back into her laboratories and sought to build up her M a n
of Iron by applying science to industry, expecting by this means
to increase and cheapen production so that she might dominate
and capture the markets of the world. So absorbed did her people
become in this task that the whole nation dedicated itself to build-
ing up its M a n of Iron, until finally the hour arrived when he
absorbed the builders and began to stalk across the world in search
of others to satisfy his appetite, determined to capture by force
what he had not already taken by brains.

Then w e Americans did wonderful things. A wave of sentiment
aroused us to such a degree that w e wrenched this giant loose
from our shoulders and put a bit in his teeth. With all the
energies of an awakened nation w e conjured together a thunder-
bolt, hurled it at the German M a n of Iron, and shattered him into
fragments.

Having completed the job, w e rapidly climbed down from the
exalted position where the ideals that inspired the founders of our
nation had again stirred the heart of our America, and remarkable
to relate, began once more to bow our shoulders to this juggernaut.
A n d now, today, as you look upon the stage of life, you will see
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His Utilitarian Majesty once more sitting in the seats of the
mighty, while the classes and masses, automatically as it were,
take their cue from him.

Let us poll some of the actors of the drama of life in which
we live, and ask them what their contribution has been to the
M a n of Iron.

C o m e with m e down into the legalist's o f
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eliminate the slavery of our time—the heartless selfishness of the
materialist. Does it not say to us that w e as a nation, if we
would respond to this sentiment, can no longer act in the Con-
fucianistic spirit of negation, but that w e must rnsort to affirma-
tive acts as glorified in the Sermon on the Mount in our relations
with the rest of the world; that we can not pass like the priest
and the levite along the road and abandon those that suffer, but
must lift them up, bind up their wounds, and set them on their way.
A n d does it not also mean that when Macedonia cries to us w e
shall answer the call, and declare to the world that we are our
brother's keeper?

And finally, when w e have unlocked the soul of our modern
civilization with this key, then the slavery of hesitation, the
slavery of fear, and the lack of faith in others will fall away
and w e shall take this M a n of Iron, bridle him and drive him,
so that he shall become our servant and not our master.

Tonight, in the optimism of this hour, I salute this great class,
call upon you individually and collectively as you advance to re-
ceive your diplomas and make your entrance upon the stage of
life, that you will let sentiment open your soul, so that when the
call comes to you, as come it will, to make articulate the soul of
our country, you will answer with a thrill in every fibre of your
being, "Present."



ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATES
By P R E S I D E N T H O D G K I N S

O n behalf of the University, its trustees, its faculties, and for
myself officially and personally, I congratulate you. I wish you
Godspeed.

F e w of us in the faculty know of the sacrifices that m a n y of
you have made—sacrifices of time, sacrifices of money, sacrifices
of pleasures—in order to complete the courses for your degrees;
sacrifices that will result in large good for you; sacrifices, w e
trust, that will result in large good for the communities in which
you live.

I a m a graduate of this University myself, and therefore I
a m especially glad to welcome you among the alumni of our
University. I a m also glad that the graduating exercises of your
University courses have been held in this hall—this Memorial
Continental Hall of the Daughters of the American Revolution—
this hall built to commemorate the labor and the sacrifices and the
visions of those who made this country the Republic that it is.

It is a part of the education that you receive as students of
the George Washington University that you are living in W a s h -
ington during your student days. And in Washington this last
year has been notable for m a n y things that have stirred the
patriotic emotions—notable for many things that bring forth that
sentiment so eloquently portrayed to you by the speaker of the
day. Beginning last November with the burial of the U n k n o w n
Soldier, followed by the convention on the Limitation of A r m a -
ments held in this very hall, and in more recent weeks by the
unveiling of the Grant Monument and the dedication of the Lin-
coln Memorial—all of these are a part of that broadening influence
that will make you better citizens of this country, better citizens
of the world.

W e can not live to ourselves alone. W e must mingle with
our fellow beings. To you w h o have tonight received diplomas
certifying the completion of University courses, to you there is a
call to duty. Note the phrase used in the conferring of the
diplomas: " A s with all the rights and privileges, so with all the
duties pertaining to that distinction."

A century and a half ago, nearly, those in whose memory this
hall was built felt a call to duty, a call to duty to make life better
for themselves and for their generation, a call to duty that was
to result in bringing good to the generations that have come.

9
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STATEMENTS BY PRESIDENT HODGKINS IN
CONFERRING HONORARY DEGREES

HELEN NICOLAY

Author, cultivator of literature and the fine arts

Citizen of the District of Columbia, student of history and
biography. In your books on history you have presented in de-
lightful language facts about great leaders in this country, espe-
cially Lincoln and Grant, that give to the youth of the land infor-
mation and inspiration promotive of true patriotism. Y o u bring
to your readers in all that you write the charm ofl a n -
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SUMMARY OF DEGREES CONFERRED AT
COMMENCEMENT, JUNE 7, 1922.

IN COURSE

Columbian College
Bachelor of Arts _ _ 115
Bachelor of Science in Medicine 2

College of Engineering 117
Bachelor of Science—

In Architecture 1
In Chemistry 5
In Chemical Engineering 2
In Civil Engineering 4
In Electrical Engineering 1
In Mechanical Engineering 5

Teachers College 18
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor's Diploma in

Education 28
Medical School

Doctor of Medicine 11
Nurses' Certificate 7

Law School 18
Bachelor of Laws 118
Master of

In1
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SUMMARY OF REGISTRATION

Registration Registration

1921-22 1920-21

School of Graduate Studies 320 229

Columbian College 2,183 1,968

Engineering College 545 540

Teachers College 367 307

Medical School 151 113

L a w School


