AN INTERNATIONAL TRADE TRIBUNAL

By
HUSTON THOMPSON

Former Chairman, Federal Trade Commission
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Since changes in human nature are so slow as to be almost imperceptible,
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forth from this debacle as they did from the last one, with treasuries so de-
pleted that self-preservation will drive them again in the wrong direction un-
less there is a purposeful and helpful plan at hand. There is reason to be-
lieve that nations singly, together, and individuals in groups, will again turn
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quotas, and do all of the things that block the channels of trade.

The key to all modern, if not ancient, wars has been greed in one form or
other. To eradicate greed is an effort of the ages, not generations. It is for
this reason that while we approach our problem hopefully we must expect to
move gradually, ploddingly, and realistically. To be realistic we must
recognize that strategy dictates an approach to the business relations of
peoples rather than the politics of nations. Therein has lain the supreme
mistake in the efforts of mankind to correct the past.

From Carthage down to the present, the one universal medium for the
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gested become a reality, at least in part. On DMr. Wilson’s return to
Washington he called my attention to the phrase heretofore quoted from the
Covenant of the League, and stated that he thought that this language was a
sufficient foundation upon which to build a World Trade Tribunal.

It may be asked why we need a Trade Tribunal when we already have
the League of Nations and the World Court. Experience has apparently
determined that aside from non-controversial matters the League will remain
essentially political. Trade disputes or conflicts cannot be settled in a

political atmosphere. To understand this we need but compare the hand-
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Congress but divorced from its direct control. An example in point is the

investigation made several years ago of the power interests of the United

States, which was begun by our Senate but finished by the Federal Trade
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Such a situation might exist in almost every line of industry where thereis a
cartel price control or division of territory. The very fact that a tribunal
was keeping up currently, and giving out monthly, and internationally, such
information, by radio broadcast, would certainly be a prophylactic in the in-
ternational business world just as it has been when certain of our govern-
ment commissions have been unfettered in informing our American people.

A World Trade Tribunal could be invaluable to tariffi-making bodies of

respectlve governments Especially ought it to be so to the Congress of the
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is being shipped to the United States annually from Denmark, and also from
the rest of the world at the time when this war ends. Assume that Germany
then has not the buying power to take over all the butter that is now being
shipped from Denmark. Denmark in seeking a market for this small sur-
plus ships 3,000,000 or 4,000,000 pounds for sale over here. Let us suppose
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the United States may produce 959, of our domestic consumptlon and the
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which has international connections as far north as Finland. It supplies
many of the consumers of these other nations who belong to consumer
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high-minded a nation as that of the Dutch people. Jules Backman, in Com-
merce and Finance of August, 1938, is authority for the following: He stated
that it has often been said that the Dutch are a thorough people. When
they finally deeided to resort to the use of restriction schemes after years of
opposition, they did a complete job. Their experience with the control of
| hogs is a case in point. The control provided for, among other things, a
tattooing of the ears of the pig population in order to facilitate control over
the marketing. When widespread counterfeltmg of these tattoos occurred,
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very great importance, a quorum of three could sit, the tribunal would be
expected to make a selection of representatives of nations whose nations
were not directly interested in the issue to be tried.
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did the rest. Perhaps after some years of struggle such a tribunal might
play a similar part in the international world.
The time I believe is ripe for a tribunal, to be considered and developed
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world will again be faced with the problems of reconstruction and trade
adjustment. And may I repeat that in such a tribunal I see an instrument
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world may be able to adjust their commercial differences without resort to
force or arms, a means which should further good will among nations in the
place of misunderstanding, bitterness and recourse to war.
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