THE WORK OF THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION#*
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(By: Robert E, Freer, Member of the Commission) é
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astonished at the depth of erudition and nicety of judicial discrimination i
attributed to the opinion in its reconciliation with other decisions to which !
he had given no attentien in writing the opinion. {

In view of my knowledge of the academic habit of synthesis, you may
wonder at my temerity in appearing here today to talk to you about the opera-
tion of a law, I hope you will put it down to two things: I have myself
taught law at night since 1922, and at the last session of Congress I served
as counsel to a Senate commlttee numbering among its members some of the
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Historical Development
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The Federal Trade Commission Act is one of the anti-trust acts., The g
hlstory and development of these acts from the old common law rules against
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"A court of equlty in these cases is not content with
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the extent of the damage; and therefore the remedy here,
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The Congress therefore determinei to grant the Commission it was creating
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Eenefit to the Public
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Federal Trade Commission affect the interests of probably more individuals B
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diction. That court passes not only upon the validity of the conclusions,
but also upon the sufflclency of facts bo support the order. If it linds the
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Stipulations I
ik
What I have described to you is the Commission's formal procedure. We ¥
have a somewhat informal procedure by wshich the Commission has been able to t
expedite its work and save a great deal of time and expense both tc the d
Commission and to persouns charged with violations of Section 5 of the p

Federal Trade Commission Act.
«‘,
This is known as the stinulstion vrocedure. 1t frequentlv havpens that
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a merchant or a manufacturer commnits an offense against the Federal Trade 8
Commission Act through ignorance of the law, and that if he knew he were v
violating the law, he would stop. The Commission has learned this from

experience, 1t therefore has developad a procedure whereby, when complaint of
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in the light of 21 years of experience, has recommended to the Congress the P
amendments to that Act which are pending on Capitol Hill, ‘
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