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ADDRESS BY

HONORABLE ROBERT E. FREER, MEMBER OF
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

OPENING THE TRADE PRACTICE CONFERENCE FOR

THE WATCH CASE INDUSTRY,
HOTEL COMMODORE, NEW YORK CITY.

January 18, 1940, 10:00 A. M,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is both my
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Disclosure of Content

It may serve a helpful purpose here for me to cite the
Commission's authority in the field of proper marking and disclosure
of material facts in the interest of fair competition and for the
benefit of the consumer. The Commission's authority to enjoin the
use of markings



Proceedings by the Commission are not based directly upon viola-
tions of the rules, but of the law itself in relation to which fair
trade practice rules in Group I supply a concreteness not available
in the moral general language of the statute.

Upon complaint of a violation, careful investigation is made, and
if the facts warrant further action, proceedings are then instituted
to stop unfair practices by members of the industry, whether or not
such members take part in the conference or accept such rules for the
industry as may be approved by the Commission.

The rules which you may adopt at this conference have no effect
until given final approval by the Commission, and before any such
final approval, another opportunity will be given interested parties,
after fifteen days public notice, to make suggestions or objections
in regard to the proposed rules.

It is hoped that the rules you may adopt at this conference will
meet with approval and will go a long way toward enabling your industry
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