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TRADE PRACTICE CONFERENCE
FOR

GAS-FIRED WATER HEATER INDUSTRY

It Is indeed a pleasure for me to be with you today on the
occasion of this trade practice conference for the Gas-Fired Water
Heater Industry. A good omen portending of success In our cooperative
deliberations here perhaps lies in the fact that in seeking this con-
ference you have indicated a desire to pause long enough from your
efforts to supply ample hot water for the grimy hands and greasy
overalls of Mr. and Mrs. American war worker to explore the possi-
bilities of elevating the plane of competitive selling In your industry.

On behalf of the Federal Trade Commission it is a privilege and a
pleasure for me as its chairman to welcome you to this conference.
Here we may all figuratively at least sit down around one table, and
here you may all literally discuss all the problems of your Industry
and propose appropriate rules looking to such solution thereof as re-
sides in the elimination or prevention of unfair trade practices.

The Federal Trade Commission's purpose is to assist your industry,
and all industry, in maintaining business on a high plane of fair and
ethical conduct, to protect the freedom of business to expand and de-
velop, and to safeguard the rights of the public upon whose good-will
all industry depends for prosperity and progress.

Many years ago the Commission recognizing the desirability of
utilizing the voluntary cooperation of industry members in the elimi-
nation and prevention of unfair practices on a wholesale scale, inau-
gurated the trade practice conference procedure.
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Upon complaint of a violation, careful Investigation is made and,
if the facts warrant further action, proceedings are then instituted
to stop unfair practices by members of the industry whether or not such
members take part in the conference or accept such rules for the indus-
try as may be approved by the Commission.

An important industrial group, after adopting a set of trade
practice conference rules, advised the Commission of a double effect
observed:

"In the first place, it gives an industry a set of regula-
tions to guide them in their business activities. In the second
place, it causes the companies in an Industry to scrutinize their
practices more carefully."

The Commission's twenty years of experience in the promulgation
and enforcement of trade practice rules in many Industries has con-
vinced it of their constructive and wholesome effecte  firs


