
"The Mid-20th Century



This la a very happy occasion. It Is a great
pleasure to be here to witness this marriage of the two
cultured and respected friends whom we honor tonight.
Each for decades has played a stellar role in the play
of dynamic forces giving shape to America's way of life.
Such was the identity of direction, that it was written
in the stars that one day the paths of the Law School





the law fraternities In the undergraduate training of
our legal rookies.

Every lawyer can contribute to maintain the high
standards which the public has come to expect* All
of us need an outlet broader than our day's work.
Participation in the activities of local. State and
National tar associations affords you such an experience*
You will find friendly association and a medium for
the exchange of ideas. Especially, the looal
association affords a channel in which to blow off
steam. Such exchanges of ideas can go far toward
divesting us of that character!atic which Mr. Justice
Holmes attributed to judges and which Mr. Justice Douglas
said lawyers incline to as well, by being "more likely
to hate at sight any analysis to which they are not
accustomed, and which disturbs repose of mind, than to
fall In love with novelties.11

In the bar associations you will find lawyers
engaged in Intelligent appraisal of proposals for
procedural reform. There, in answer to social forces,
sometimes is started the orderly movement of events
which reshape some yet unconforaed facet of the law
to abstraot ,1uatioe.

Traditionally lawyers are rugged Individualists.
They are schooled to back their own decisions and to
foster and depend on their own initiative* This may
account for the fact that the percentage of participation
in association activities is much lower in the law than
for the other professions, medicine, for instance. Many
of those not participating in organized activities,
nevertheless, have acquiesced in, and contributed to,
these advances.

One contemporary problem is as old as jurisprudence
Itself. Justice delayed is Justice denied; but summary
judgment is no panacea. The 20th Century practitioner
and his clients are the beneficiaries of substantial
progress that bas been made in the direction of speedy
trial or hearing, on the one hand, and the full protection
of the rights of litigants, on the other. Especially
is this being achieved through increased emphasis on
opportunity for pretrial conferences and settlements.
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,/gre but two lawyers In all his dominions and that he
had made up his mind to have one hanged when be got
home, A past president of the Colorado Par Aeaoclation,
no doubt, was relying on other and more recent evidence
when he Bald, "The lawyer Is the product of democracy,
when dictators seise power, they liquidate the lawyers.
They want no lawyers to be In the way by asserting the
right8 of citizens." Rightly called tba "soldiers of
our civil life" the contribution of the legally trained
to the maintenance of democratic institutions has been


