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" ADVANCE — FOR RELEASE AT TIME OF DELIVERY, 11:00 A, M,, E, S, T.,
, FEBRUARY 8, 1938,

ADDRESS BY
HON, EWIN L, DAVIS, MEMBER OF FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
BEFORE THE
NINETZENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE
ASSOCIATED GENERAL CONTRACTORS OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED,
AT THE WILLARD HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D, C.,
11:00 A, M., FEBRUARY 8, 1938,

TRADE PRACTICES
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Congress very wisely did not undertake to enumerate the various unfair
methods against which the Act was dlrected- unfair competltlon is as infinite
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First, those which involve an element of fraud and dishonesty, and,
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. In defining the words "unfair methods of competition" as used in the
i Federal Trade Commission Act, the Supreme Court in the Gratz case (253 U, S,
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| The statute provides that Federal Trade Commission cases "in the Circuit
| Court of Appeals shall be given precedence over other cases pending therein,
! and shall be in every way expedited,"

There is, too, the right of petition for certiorari by either the
Commission or the respondent to the United States Supreme Court, and during
its history, a considerable number of the Commission's cases have been carried

ﬁ to that tribunal,
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HUMAN NATURE

The vast majority of members of industry are honest and ethical, However,
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who persist in sharp practices. It has ever been thus. The desire to possess,
a generally prevalent human instinct, has resulted in the employment of unfair !
and predatory practices throughout the life of mankind,

As aptly expressed by Kipling:

We are very slightly changed ,
From the semi-apes who ranged . ‘
India's prehistoric clay;
Whoso drew the longest bow
Ran his brother down, you know,
As we run men down to-day,
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Met the Mammoth face to face
! On the lake or in the cave,
' Stole the steadiest canoe, ‘
Ate the quarry others slew, 1
Died —~ and took the finest grave,

When they scratched the reindeer-bone,
Some one made the sketch his own,
Filched it from the artist — then, &
Even in those early days, ‘
Won a simple Viceroy's praise
Through the toil of other men.

E It has too often been not a question of the "survival of the fittest", bub
the survival of the stroneest.
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