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The division reports any violations of the conference rules to the
Commission so that the separate conferences are not just pigeon-holed
and forgotten but are checked for any violation of rules adopted.
Following a conference with an industry, any person, partnership or
corporation in the industry who refuses to observe rules adopted at
the conference that are unlawful per se are subject to be proceeded
against by the Commission.

The Trade Practice Conference affords a means through which
representatives of an industry voluntarily assembled, either at their
own instance or that of the Commission, but under auspices of the
latter, for the purpose of considering unfair practices in their
industry and collectively agreeing upon and providing for their abandon-
ment in cooperation with the Commission. The procedure deals with the
industry as a unit and is concerned only with practices and methods not
with individual offenders.

The Commission hr.s already contended that the grocery trade
practice conference scheduled for the 24th of this month, is your
meeting, and it is, for the resolutions adopted will come from your
body; but the meeting is called by the Commission and n commissioner
is designated by it to preside who may take part in the discussion in
a spirit of cooperation and to caution against the adoption of rules
which would adversely effect the public interest. Your industry
through your various associations might assemble and adopt a code of
ethics agreeing to eliminate trade abuses agreed to be unfair but I
imagine the result would be a disappointment, as some farm agreements
among groups of farmers to which I have been a part, have resulted in
disappointments. They failed to stick together. We now hear much
talk about creating through legislation a farm board to advise farmers
and assist them to cooperate and "stay put".

Business already has the Federal Trade Commission to cooperate
with it and help it to observe rules. an gsi
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