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Commission’s authority to obtain content through ECPA is real.  Fundamentally, I 
believe that individuals’ privacy interests extend to what they store and send online.  I 
simply am not convinced that a judicial mechanism enabling civil law enforcement 
agencies to order ECPA-covered providers to turn over content will provide the 
safeguards against government intrusion to which individuals are entitled. 

 
At the same time, I am not today endorsing proposals that would only allow law 

enforcement authorities to obtain ECPA-related content through a criminal warrant.  I 
believe that the issues raised in today’s hearing will benefit from further discussion and 
debate within the Commission and with Congress and all stakeholders. 

 


